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By Denny Hansen

BRIEFING ROOM

IN my formative years, I was fortu-
nate to have many wise mentors 

to show me the ropes and teach me 
some important life lessons.

One of the earliest I remember came 
from my Grandpa, Peter Hansen. His 
motto was, “There can be excuses for 
many things, but bad manners is never 
one of them.” I have tried to live my life 
by that creed in both personal and pro-
fessional encounters.

My Dad, Kenneth Hansen, taught 
me more than I can begin to say: from 
mundane things such as how to start 
an irrigation pipe, to reminding me that 
only hits count when shooting a firearm, 
to what I should do if I were the first re-
sponder at the scene of a homicide, and 
virtually everything in between. I hope 
I’ve grown into half the man he was.

Fast-forward to the future and now 
it’s my turn—and yours as well.

With the country becoming more 
urbanized by the day, it’s not as easy 
as it once was to teach the younger 
generation about the shooting sports. 
Nevertheless, to my way of thinking, 
it is important to make the effort. The 
sooner a young boy or girl can get be-
hind the trigger, the better. Mentoring a 
young person teaches them respect for 
firearms, safety and, most important of 
all, responsibility.

Teaching a young person goes be-
yond just the shooting itself. After the 
“fun” part is over, take some time and 
show them how to clean the gun they 
fired. Little things like carefully wiping 
off a blued barrel with a silicone cloth 
so fingerprints won’t turn into rust 

when the gun is in the safe will pay off 
in the long run.

When they are old enough, you can 
teach them other aspects of the shoot-
ing sports, such as reloading ammuni-
tion. Recently my grandson took his first 
turn at the bench (under supervision, 
of course) in an attempt to duplicate 
the Black Hills Ammunition .243 Win-
chester loads he will use for deer hunt-
ing this year. Checking zero the next day 
at the range, the first round punched the 
one-inch dot on the target dead center. 
The grin on his face at shooting ammo 
he loaded was worth more than a truck-
load of factory ammo.

As the saying goes, pay it forward. 
You’ll find it’s well worth the effort.

Until next time, stay low and watch 
your back.

Austin Hansen, 11 years old, proudly 
displays the first 50 rounds of ammunition 
he reloaded by himself.

Pay It Forward
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Letters From Our Readers
MAIL ROOM

TRAINING AND TACTICS
Please continue to have Mr. Awerbuck’s 
Training and Tactics column. I don’t al-
ways agree with him, but he does pro-
mote thought. If everyone did more 
thinking and less “knowing,” the world 
would be less scary.

Take care,
W. Self, Indiana

We know a winner when we see one. 
Have no fear: we will continue to ask 
Louis Awerbuck to write for us as long as 
he wants to.

S.W.A.T.TITUDE
About a year ago, I purchased subscrip-
tions to six gun mags, of which S.W.A.T. 
was one. Just this past week, I renewed 
only ONE. There are too many reasons 
why, but if I needed to name a sealer 
on the deal, it has to be Denny Hansen. 
I read the Letters to the Editor first, be-
cause Denny says it like it is, and if you 

don’t like it, his Suck It Up or Go Away 
attitude kills me. We need more Denny 
Hansens in these troubling times. Bravo 
to you and S.W.A.T. Magazine!

Semper Fidelis,
D. Brazzell, email

Thanks for the kind words. You keep 
reading and all of us at S.W.A.T. will 
continue to tell it like it is to the best of 
our abilities.

M&P .22?
Our force is currently transitioning to 
the S&W M&P .40 S&W pistol and many 
of the officers are looking for a cheap 
ammo training gun. Our neighbouring 
state’s police force is also transitioning 
to this handgun. Minimum barrel length 
for semi-automatic pistols is 120mm 
[4.72 inches]. S&W makes the M&P in 
.22 but apparently doesn’t want to export 
it with the extended barrel required to 
meet civilian legislation requirements in 

this country as well as many others.
You do excellent reviews on firearms, 

so I’m inquiring if you’d be able to do one 
on this pistol. I have seen in S&W’s cata-
logue that it appears to only come with 
the single-action trigger and safety catch 
aka 1911 style, but it should also be open 
to the other models, especially the stan-
dard model DAO without safety catch.

G. Pearse
Mildura, Victoria, Australia

Thanks for taking the time to contact us. 
It’s unknown if Smith & Wesson will ex-
port the model you have inquired about 
without a manual safety. An article on 
the S&W M&P .22 appeared in the March 
issue of  S.W.A.T. We hope you enjoy it.

BOTH EYES OPEN
When I shoot my guns with iron sights, 
I try to train myself to keep both eyes 
open, but have difficulty focusing on the 
target. Do you have any suggestions or 
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training methods I should try? Thanks 
for your time.

M. Thelen, email

The main reason some instructors want 
you to shoot with both eyes open is to 
maintain situational awareness with 
your peripheral vision. If you find that 
difficult, it may be more prudent for you 
to get a good hit on the immediate threat 
and then assess your surroundings. If 
that good hit means shooting with one 
eye closed, by all means do so.

NO EXPERIENCE?
I would like to speak with Brent Wheat 
on his article Suicide Is Painful (Street 
Smarts, March 2012 S.W.A.T.). He ob-
viously has not experienced this first 
hand—I have.

R. Kurtz, email

What exactly haven’t I experienced? I 
have not had a family member commit 
suicide, but I’ve cleaned up more sui-
cides than I care to remember, had sev-
eral people I know commit or attempt to 
commit suicide, and have no idea how 
many hundreds of “I wish I were dead” 

people I’ve dealt with. I placed a woman 
in a psychiatric facility yesterday at the 
end of my shift due to suicidal threats, 
and this morning I put an 18-year-old 
kid I’d arrested on suicide watch because 
he was drunk but seemed exceptionally 
weepy and depressed.

I’ve had a significant amount of for-
mal training and am one of two officers 
on my department who are designated 
as Crisis Intervention Team members. 
I’ve also received several letters of grati-
tude from family members after han-
dling traumatic death incidents.

Sorry, but after 27 years of law en-
forcement (all but two years on the 
street), I do know what I’m talking about.

As a long-time writer who has re-
ceived the occasional complaint letter, 
my guess is that your email is based on 
two things: 1) a sentence that is taken 
out of context and/or 2) old wounds that 
were reopened. I ask that you re-read the 
story with fresh eyes before drawing a fi-
nal conclusion.

I am interested in hearing from you 
if: 1) you can point out a specific fact or 
instance where I’m demonstrably wrong 
or 2) your personal experience can help 

me to further understand and refine offi-
cer safety procedures in regard to dealing 
with suicides.

If this dialogue is about compassion, 
sympathy, empathy or such things, noth-
ing I say will change your opinion of 
me, and nothing you say will change my 
outlook (which, on the whole, is quite a 
bit more enlightened than you choose 
to give me credit for). Otherwise, I’m al-
ways open to a good hearty discussion of 
Street Smarts. I await your reply.

Brent T. Wheat
S.W.A.T. Magazine

CANADIAN SWEEPSTAKES ENTRIES
I am a Canadian citizen and am won-
dering if we are able to enter the firearm 
draws that you have from time to time. I 
have all my required licenses to acquire 
restricted firearms (i.e., AR-15, pistols, 
revolvers). Anyway, thanks again. Keep 
up the great work, I love your magazine!

M. Young, Canada

Sorry, but as the Sweepstakes rules 
state: Contest is open to individuals 
who are residents of the United States 
and its territories.

MAIL ROOM
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Chances are good that if you carry a 
concealed firearm or have been in-

volved in the shooting sports for any 
length of time, you have at least one 
box of holsters you have used and then 
changed to something else.

As firearms instructors, my Dad and 
I are often asked by students what the 
“perfect” holster is. The answer is al-
ways the same—there’s no such thing. 
Everyday attire, build, type of firearm 
and a host of other factors dictate what 
type of holster is best for an individual.

In order for a holster to be func-

tional, it needs to do several things well. 
First, it needs to hold the gun securely—
all the time. Second, it needs to make 
the handgun accessible to the user so it 
can be obtained quickly when needed. 
Third, the weapon needs to be rehol-
stered easily after an incident de-esca-
lates or is over. Fourth, at least to some 
people, it needs to be comfortable.

Of the four items, the last is the least 
important to me. To my way of thinking, 
being armed should be comforting, but 
not necessarily comfortable—they are 
not the same thing. There have been oc-

casions when I wore a firearm in excess 
of 20 hours straight. Was it fun? No, but 
it comes down to having a firearm and 
not needing it, vice needing a firearm 
and not having it.

Recently S.W.A.T. received a holster 
from Springtac Holsters for test and 
evaluation.

The first thing I noticed is the thick-
ness of the leather. It is actually two piec-
es of leather glued and stitched togeth-
er—quality cowhide on the outside with 
a suede liner. Sandwiched between the 
leather is lightweight spring steel that 
wraps around the firearm, allowing you 
to decide how loose or tight you want the 
retention on your holster—compress the 
holster for more retention, pull it apart 

By Flint Hansen
LAWFUL CARRY

Springtac Holsters

Right side of Springtac holster set up for right-side IWB/
left-hand outside the waistband. Pistol is Kimber Warrior 
with SureFire X200 weaponlight. Inset: Left side of Spring-
tac, showing cuts for spring clip to make holster reversible.
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for less. The rear of the holster is split, 
forming a clamshell design.

This holster is made to be worn with 
the light mounted on the pistol. Although 
I am a big believer in weapon-mounted 
lights, I believe you should have a second 
handheld light to search with.

One nice option with this holster is 
that it can be worn inside the waistband, 
on the belt, and is reversible for both 
right-handed and southpaw shooters.  

On each side of the holster, there are 
two horizontal cuts in the leather about 
1 ½ inches apart, halfway up. There is 
a spring steel clip that can be removed 
and reinserted on either side of the hol-
ster depending on how you choose to 
carry. If you are going to carry outside 
the waistband, clip the clip on the belt 
or waistband and go. If you are going 
to wear the holster on the inside of the 
waistband, reverse it to the other side.

The holster is open top and open 
bottom. All edges are dehorned and 

smooth to the touch. The quality of 
leather and workmanship is evident.

S.W.A.T. has a reputation for calling 
a spade a spade, and I have a few con-
cerns about this holster. The fact that it 
is split all the way down the back makes 
me very leery of how well it would re-
tain a weapon if you were to run, jump 
or possibly go to the ground in a scuffle 
before you needed your weapon.

The only way I would personally 
consider wearing this holster is inside 
the waistband with a cover garment. If 
the weapon works its way out, it is still 
inside your pants and you at least have a 
chance to get it. 

S
O

U
R

C
E SPRINGTAC HOLSTERS

Dept. S.W.A.T.
8342 South, 1050 East
Sandy, UT 84094
(801) 699-0590
www.springtacholsters.com

LAWFUL CARRY

Springtac’s clamshell design.
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Carry A Big Stick

STREET SMARTS
By Brent T. Wheat

IT is often said that the best defense is 
a good offense, especially if the of-

fensive effort involves a firearm. Howev-
er, there are often times when a gun isn’t 
handy or allowable. In those circum-
stances, I’ve found that carrying a big 
stick is frequently the next best choice.

Teddy Roosevelt knew a thing or two 
about wielding a beefy chunk of wood 
when he made his famous admonish-
ment to “Speak softly and carry a big 
stick.” Of course he was referring to 
U.S. foreign policy, but such advice also 
works nicely when you’re walking down 
a dark alley. I’d always rather have a 
gun, but failing that, having your hands 
wrapped around a hefty slab of hickory 
makes one feel not quite so naked.

I was reminded of this just a few 
hours ago while walking on the rail-trail 
near my home. While ambling along 

and listening to a recorded lecture on 
my earphones about how to make soap 
from wood ashes and a cow (true), I was 
suddenly confronted by a large animal.

Initially I thought the beast was a 
horse or possibly a moose until I saw the 
dripping fangs. It turned out my assail-
ant was canine, size extra-extra-extra 
large, apparently the new and improved 
watchdog for a ramshackle house next 
to the trail.

I wasn’t too terribly concerned about 
my safety, as the .45 automatic under 
my jacket would resolve the problem 
if necessary. However, I also knew that 
unless the canine had eaten at least one 
of my arms, the owner would claim the 

deceased pooch was a valuable show 
dog without an ounce of aggression in 
his 300-pound body.

Thus, I was less than enthused about 
putting 240 grains of problem solver into 
the slowly advancing hound from hell.

Fortunately, my six-foot sassafras 
hiking stick was in hand.

With a couple of menacing whoops 
and a few firm jabs to the ground that 
kicked up gravel, the dog retreated sev-
eral steps. I then slowly continued down 
the trail, keeping a solid eye on the still-
barking animal. Once he started forward 
again, a few more threatening motions 
with the stick convinced him otherwise.

In the end, Cujo walked away sat-

opsgear
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isfied that the intruder had been run 
off, while I wasn’t forced to explain my 
actions to an irate dog owner and per-
haps several of my fellow officers. Once 
again, a stout stick had proved its worth.

The stick as a jabbing, blocking and 
impact tool is my first choice of impro-
vised weapon. Aside from superb ef-
fectiveness, it is also impeccably handy 
due to the number of ways it can be car-
ried without drawing too much atten-
tion to yourself.

For example, if you aren’t allowed to 
keep weapons in your work cubicle or 
office, no one would look sideways at 
a softball bat or golf putter propped in 
the corner. I’ve personally seen some-
one killed with a golf putter and can at-

test to its lethality.
With a hiking stick or its urbane 

brother the walking cane, you can tod-
dle about town or the countryside draw-
ing nary a look, but still be reasonably 
armed against man or beast.

I’m a huge fan of the hiking stick 
and own several types, ranging from 
the above-mentioned six-foot sassafras 
model to a heavy commercially made 
laurel stick and several aluminum hik-
ing poles.

Most folks think of a stick primarily 
as an impact weapon, but in my book, 
that is perhaps one of its least effective 
uses. While a strike can be devastating, 
a better use is as a jabbing weapon.

A jab is typically not a fight-ending, 

killing blow. However, in most situa-
tions I’ve encountered that culminated 
in actual physical contact, an authorita-
tive blast to center mass of man or beast 
lets the adversary know that you’re 
armed, you mean business, and they 
stand a good chance of suffering serious 
damage if they press the attack.

Such a move might not dissuade an 
opponent who is intent on killing you 
at any cost, but in most situations, the 
assailant isn’t so motivated. However, 
if they are, at least everyone is clear on 
the intention.

Obviously, this would be folly if your 
attacker is armed with a firearm, but oth-
erwise, using the stick in such a manner 
offers plenty of upsides. When you jab, 
the strike is exceptionally painful, you 
are putting your assailant at a distance 
disadvantage, it doesn’t require a great 
deal of form or practice, you shouldn’t 
lose your balance and, if done properly 
(with violence and speed), there is little 
chance for the assailant to block.

Conversely, a stick can be used as 
a very effective block against strikes or 
even knives. I would hesitate to take my 
stick into a knife fight, but if it were the 
only thing at hand, we’d do our best. 
While there are many martial arts tech-
niques for defense, as a fast and dirty 
rule you should focus on using the stick 
to deflect rather than actually block in-
coming punches or weapons.

Striking with a stick is certainly ef-
fective but presents some difficulties. 
For instance, a strike is relatively easy 
to deflect while simultaneously putting 
you closer to the assailant and usually 
off-balance. Also, anyone who is quick 
or agile will move inside your weapon 
radius and return the favor before you 
have recovered, maybe taking away your 
stick and possibly throwing you to the 
ground, where you are more vulnerable.

These obviously aren’t optimal re-
sults during a fight. Save strikes for 
unique situations where you have an 
engraved invitation to an unprotected 
vulnerable spot on the assailant’s body.

Hopefully you can take this infor-
mation and do the same thing that 
Teddy and this writer would do when 
unarmed and confronted by a large as-
sailant—run!

But if that isn’t an option, speak in 
quiet, soothing tones and whip some 
ash (or hickory or maple).

STREET SMARTS
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AGAINST ALL ODDS
By Reuben Bolieu

IT’S not just outdoorsmen who 
find themselves lost in the 

woods. A great number of fatalities that 
occur in the outdoors are people who 
were just passing through on a road 
trip and maybe due to vehicle malfunc-
tion they ended up stranded and stuck 
someplace remote. They may not be 
geared up with the latest greatest signal-
ing mirror or whistle, but that doesn’t 
mean they are unable to signal.

Color, contrast, movement, and 
sound are the four basic elements of 
proper signaling.

KITS
When purchasing or putting together a 
survival/emergency kit, there are two 
things you should be redundant with: 

fire and signaling. Have at least two 
ways of signaling for help, such as a sig-
naling mirror and a whistle.

Flares and smoke signals can also be 
obtained, but the more portable tools 
are convenient and therefore carried. 
Knowing how to use a signaling mirror 
and whistle won’t do any good unless 
they’re on you, in pockets or clipped 
on via a carbineer. They do nothing for 
a person if they’re not readily avail-
able—they don’t belong at the bottom 
of a pack.

No one who owns a cell phone 
should venture on a trip either in the 
city or the wilderness without it—not 
for texting friends or playing Angry 
Birds, but for the resources it offers. If 
you are lost or injured, try to use the cell 

phone. While there are parts of the wil-
derness that offer no cell signal, a ridge 
comes up and all of a sudden—full ser-
vice. Some mountain peaks, like the 
highest hiking trail in the U.S. on Cali-
fornia’s Mount Whitney, have great cell 
phone signals.

Several months ago, there was a 
news report of a hiker who was lost in 
the mountains and rescued by using the 
light of his cell phone. Around dusk, res-
cuers saw it flashing, and that was the 
end of the ordeal.

THE UNIVERSAL THREE
Three of anything is the universal dis-
tress signal. When heard, it will let peo-
ple know that someone is in some sort 
or trouble, be it lost or injured. Three 

Survival Signaling

Bright colors may not be the height of fashion, but they can easily be seen against the natural land-
scape. They can also aid in signaling. Cut a piece off to leave for search parties, or wave them up high 
to attract attention. Inset: Signaling mirrors don’t have to be large and cumbersome. TOPS Knives 
makes a dog-tag-sized signaling mirror that is easy to stash, ensuring you’ll keep it on you.
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AGAINST ALL ODDS

Orange is the international color for safety and rescue teams. It signifies 
“manmade,” since nothing in nature has such a vivid color. 

blows of a whistle, gunshots, bangs on 
an airplane wing or vehicle hood with 
a stick, signal fires, toots of an air horn, 
flashes of a light, hits on the buttresses 
of large trees in a rainforest, or honks of 
a car horn, are all examples of signaling 
using the succession of three.

BE A MACGYVER
Take inventory of what you have on your 
person and around you. Hubcaps, alu-
minum foil, watch faces, belt buckles, 
bottoms of aluminum cans, CDs, reflec-
tive dashboard covers, and car mirrors 
are all usable tools for signaling. For 
the ladies, I have never known one to 
hike or backpack without some make-
up, and here is where a compact could 
prove to be an asset. Also, let’s not rule 
out bright lipstick, which can be used 
to write notes on rocks or trees utilizing 
color and contrast.

DON’T BE BLAND
Dress to attract attention. I can’t count 
how many times I’ve been to survival 
training courses and seen students 
geared up in digi-camouflage. I’m sure 
at some point this seemed like a great 
idea to them, but if they get lost or have 
a fall they can’t get up from, they will be 
nearly impossible to see.

Outdoor apparel colors tend to be 
shades of brown and green. If you are 
out paintballing or hunting, go for it. 
However, it wouldn’t hurt to throw 
something in your pocket that, color-
wise, has no earthly business being 
there. People don’t generally notice 
what is common, but they do see the 
uncommon, and we are a curious spe-
cies. A person walking around wearing 
bright colors is covering three of the 
four elements of signaling at the same 
time—color, contrast, and movement.

Nothing screams, “Here I am!” louder 
than the color orange. There’s a reason 
why hunters and crossing guards have 
orange vests—they want to be seen. 
Coast Guards around the world have 
adopted this universal color of safety, 
as well as cruise ship rescue boats, 
life rafts, and life vests. Many outdoor 
products, including fire steels, emer-
gency shelters, whistles, and waterproof 
match holders have gone orange.

Backpackers’ tarps and packs are 
usually offered in subdued colors to 
blend in with the wilderness. Screw 
that! Get a bright blue pack, tarp or hat 
and be bold. Dare to offend the bush 
hippies—it could mean your life.

FIREBALL
“Fireball” is survival lingo for the intense-
ly bright circular ball of light produced by 
the sun’s reflection from a mirror.

To use a signaling mirror, grasp it 
and make sure not to block any of the 
reflective surface. Making a V with the 
opposing hand’s thumb and index fin-
ger, move the mirror around to find the 
reflection on your hand. With the tar-
get in between the V, move the fireball, 
flashing the target by tilting and turning 
the mirror.

If the sky is gray, a signal mirror is 
almost useless, therefore use sound. A 
whistle is a great way to signal in fog or 
a blizzard.

Nothing screams, “Here I am!” louder than the color 
orange. There’s a reason why hunters and crossing guards 

have orange vests—they want to be seen. 
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SIGNAL FIRE
Besides a large bill for battling a forest 
fire, the amount of damage to the forest 
and one’s self must be taken into con-
sideration if you use a fire to signal.

To properly use fire as a means of 
signaling, make sure to do so in an 
area void of extra debris that may cre-
ate a full-blown forest fire. Create three 
separate fires, preferably in a triangu-
lar shape and 15 to 20 feet apart, so 
as not to confuse a passing airplane 
with three fires in a straight line built 
too close together. From the sky, they 

might look like one fire.
In a green forest, use green vegeta-

tion to produce white smoke, which is 
both movement and contrast.

In the snow, desert or on a beach, it’s 
a little more difficult to create contrast 

with smoke. This is where creativity and 
resources come into play. To contrast 
with the terrain, create black smoke 
with rubber from a Ranger band, inner 
tube, oil, petroleum, plastic bottles, pic-
nic cutlery, or even a boot.

X MARKS THE SPOT
There are many ground-to-air signals, 
but for simplicity, the one to know is 
X. It means unable to proceed. That 
means I need help—not a doctor, sup-
plies, map and compass, or a Coke, but 
help! In order for it to be seen from up 
high, construct the X from branches, 
logs, rocks, or whatever is available. 
Make it between 15 and 20 feet long 
and use the rules of color and contrast 
when possible.

Not everybody is comfortable spend-
ing the night outside, especially if it isn’t 
a planned camping trip. If you can’t find 
your way back to your destination, sig-
naling may be the next best option when 
and if you are Against All Odds!

AGAINST ALL ODDS
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E TOPS KNIVES

Dept. S.W.A.T.
P.O. Box 2544
Idaho Falls, ID 83403
(208) 542-0113
www.topsknives.com

Many signals can be memorized or 
photocopied and stored in kit for  
emergencies. Learn a few important ones.
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DSG Alpha Holsters available at dsgarms.com and other select dealers

The DSG Alpha Series Holsters Feature:
•  Solid Kydex Construction
•  Large In-Stock Inventory
•  Available for Most Popular Handguns
•  Models for Surefire and Streamlight    
 Weapon Lights
•  Formed for Close to the Body Fit
•  Adjustable Cant and Height
•  Convertible to Inside the Waistband Carry

GSA: GS-07F-6007R • CAGE: 1L0J5

dsgarms.com   1.800.382.7571

Brand Holsters

Instant Access.

Introducing the Alpha Series Concealment Holsters

Available in black and dark earth
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G
overnment scandals involving a 
solar power company aside, the 
military at a number of combat 
installations, including Forward 

Operating Bases, is augmenting its fossil 
fuel power generation with solar panels. 
Most of these panels are used to charge 
portable electronic equipment such as 
radios and GPS devices, but they also 
save tons of fuel and reduce the num-
ber of ambushes that motor transport 
convoys encounter because they don’t 
have to make so many resupply trips via 

road. It costs over $100 per gallon of fuel 
to supply troops in Afghanistan, so solar 
cells provide savings there as well.

Now this technology has gravitated 
to electronic sighting systems. The latest 
is the Trijicon SRS (Sealed Reflex Sight).

100-YEAR-OLD TECHNOLOGY
Reflex or reflective sights have been 
around since the 1900s and have been 
used in military sighting systems since 
their invention. One of their major ap-
plications is in the heads-up displays 

in fighter aircraft. Simply stated, these 
sights are generally a non-magnifying 
optic that permits the aimer to look 
through a partially reflecting glass el-
ement and see an illuminated projec-
tion of an aiming point.

This is achieved by placing a dot, 
crosshair reticle or similar reference 

:H. I. T.
HIT-IMPROVING TECHNOLOGY

Trijicon SRS
 By Bob Pilgrim
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point at the focus of the lens and bounc-
ing the image off a slanted glass plate 
or at the focus of a partially reflecting 
curved mirror. The operator, looking 
through the glass plate or curved mir-
ror reflector, sees in front of him an im-
age of the reticle that stays in alignment 
with the weapon the sight is attached to 
regardless of his eye position, remov-
ing most of the parallax error found in 
simple sighting devices.

BATTLEFIELD DOMINANCE
Optical sights, particularly magnified 
and red dot sights, have proven their 
value in combat and competition. They 
are one of the most important advance-
ments that have given our infantry 
dominance of the battleground. Target 
identification and hit ratios have in-
creased dramatically, to the point of pri-
marily relegating threat neutralization 
to the lethality of the bullet.

General J.N. Mattis, USMC concurs: 
“The ACOG optical sight mounted on 
the M16 service rifle has proven to be 
the biggest improvement in lethality for 
the Marine infantryman since the in-
troduction of the M1 Garand in World 
War II.” When asked about current 
Marine Corps marksmanship, Colonel 
Dale Alford, commanding officer, U.S. 
Marine Corps Basic School, recently 
stated, “The Corps should get rid of iron 
sights on shoulder-fired weapons and 
go 100% to optics like the ACOG. If the 
optic fails, yank it off and replace it with 
another. Our improved hit ratios justify 
it completely.”

BETTER MOUSETRAP
The SRS has elevated the reflex sight 
to an even higher level, with its photo-
voltaic cell backed up by a long-life AA 
battery. It is a sealed, non-magnified 
tactical sight with short optical length. 
Its forged aluminum housing is sol-
dier tough and, with quick-detachable 
mount, adds less than a pound to any 
firearm with accessory rails.

The 38mm objective lens is the larg-
est in the business. Its 28mm clear aper-

Trijicon SRS measures 3.75" long x 2.5" wide x 2.4" high. Battery tube is below 
large photo-voltaic cell on top of optic. Sight can run over three years at setting 
10 with single AA Lithium battery. Photo: Trijicon

Left: Trijicon rep busts 100-yard targets with SRS mounted on S&W M&P 15. 
Above: Peace officers cover multiple subjects with Trijicon SRS optics on ARs. 
Optic encourages sighting with both eyes open. 
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ture eliminates the looking-through-a-
tunnel-or-tube sensation  experienced 
with other reflex-type sights when 
mounted to the shoulder.

Its 1.75 MOA dot brilliance is adjust-
able for ten levels of brightness for day 
and night operations. It will satisfy any 
shooting demands, from an indoor CQB 
scenario to returning fire from a long-
range mountaintop ambush. It read-
ily co-witnesses backup iron sights. The 
sight will run for over three years of con-
tinuous use at setting 10 with a single 
AA Lithium battery, and over 2.5 years 
with a standard Alkaline battery.

For combat swimmers, dive depth is 
165 feet.

As a result of changes to require-
ments, the SRS will not compete for 
the new U.S. Army contract. Because of 
this, Trijicon is focusing on the law en-
forcement market with possible civilian 
applications.

FIELD TESTS
I spent almost a full day with former Ma-
rine Mike Walkowiak, Trijicon’s Opera-
tions Manager, at the company’s well-
groomed Crucible ranges in Virginia.

Right out of the FedEx box, the sight 
was slightly right, but spot on for eleva-
tion at 25 yards mounted on an S&W 
M&P 15. This sight had never been on 
this carbine before, and it took all of six 
rounds to be zeroed.

At all ranges, my peripheral vision 
was not compromised, even with scope 
caps flopping around. I wear prescrip-
tion lenses for distance, and it was quite 
refreshing and tactically prudent to 

wear them and witness both the threat 
and dot in sharp 1X focus. It is absolute-
ly vital in law enforcement—as in any 
legitimate deadly force confrontation—
to see what the threat is doing and what 
is in his hands so proper action can be 
taken. Target engagement at 100 yards 
with the SRS was so easy that it became 
boring, but it got interesting when lay-
ing down high volumes of counter-am-
bush suppressive fire.

HIT-IMPROVING TECHNOLOGY

Author’s ready gun position 
permits easy access to safety/
selector. Safety is disengaged 
as carbine is rolled outboard 
into shoulder mount.
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From the century mark, we moved 
up to ten yards and did some pivoting 
and snap shooting drills. It was really 
cool to get a “flash dot” picture, pound 
two rounds into the target as fast as I 
could cycle the trigger, and finish with a 
fast hit to the head.

In the process, the dot never left the 
target, and reacquisition was effortless. 
At CQB ranges, the entire target re-
mained in the round window. Its weight 
was unnoticeable and didn’t affect gun 
mount or swing. Although iron sights 
will serve well at CQB distances, the red 
dot seemed quicker and more promi-
nent in contrast. The low magnification 
was hardly noticeable, but I am sure it 
made things clearer at extended ranges.

Trijicon provides free training and 
a test and evaluation program to the 
military and any federal, local, state or 
municipal law enforcement entity that 
uses their products. They can come to 
you or conduct the training on their ex-
cellent facilities located at the Crucible 
training center.

CONCLUSIONS
Reflex sights do not make an expert rifle-
man, but the elimination of the require-
ment to line up two objects on the ver-
tical and horizontal planes and simply 
superimpose a brightly illuminated dot 
on the threat makes gun/target index-
ing elementary. All that needs to be ex-
ercised is a modicum of trigger control.

I can readily appreciate the new 
USMC practice of introducing recruits 
to marksmanship training with Trijicon 
ACOG optical sights first and then teach-
ing them the use of iron sights as backup 
sighting systems as they advance. For 
any level of marksmanship, reflex sights 
will improve performance. The Trijicon 
SRS further elevates these capabilities 
with extreme precision and ruggedness.

The tactical team operators’ agency 
may have a moral and perhaps legal 
obligation to its community and per-
sonnel to acquire this hit-improving 
technology.
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E TRIJICON, INC.

Dept. S.W.A.T.
49385 Shafer Avenue
P.O. Box 930059
Wixom, MI 48393
(800) 338-0563
www.trijicon.com

HIT-IMPROVING TECHNOLOGY
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AT this stage of my life, I’m no lon-
ger surprised at the hokum 

spread out there—and brother, is it 
thicker than ever!

First of all, if someone tells you they 
were a covert assassin for the CIA, do 
you think they were ever supposed to 
tell you? Doesn’t “covert” imply that no 
one ever knows about it?

And no, you don’t go directly into 
SEAL Team 6 from BUDS.

And no, you don’t ever forget your 
BUDS class number.

At last count, there were approxi-
mately 11,456.5 supposed SEALs work-
ing in Hollywood as technical advisors. 
The closest many of these guys ever got 
to water was a YMCA pool.

Additionally, a real SEAL would 
know how to operate an M4 rifle and 
would also know that you need to dis-
engage the thumb safety on a 1911 .45 

auto in order to retract the slide to the 
rear (it’s not a “frozen” slide).

A number of years ago, I was teach-
ing LAPD’s Metro Division on the range. 
I departed the range and went directly 
to a movie set to consult on a scene with 
Jackie Chan. I called the prop master to 
let him know I was on my way.

“Hey, there’s a guy here from SWAT.”
“Cool…” I responded. “Who is he?”
“He’s so and so.”
At that time, I had over 20 years in 

Metro Division, so I pretty much knew 
everyone who had ever filtered through 
or was still in a holding pattern in Metro. 
I’d never heard of this guy.

“I’ll be there in about 20,” I informed 
the prop master.

When I arrived, they couldn’t find 
the guy. He had literally vanished into 
thin air never to be heard from again—
he didn’t even pick up his check. This 

is a classic poser who fools people for 
only so long.

The other day, someone said, “I’ve 
been going to shooting classes taught by 
a guy who has 97 confirmed ‘wet kills’ to 
his name.”

“So what’s a wet kill?” I asked.
“You know, with a blade, a knife—

jeez, don’t you know anything?”
“How old is this guy?
“I dunno—maybe in his thirties.”
“And just where did these soaking 

wet kills occur?”
“He can’t say.”
“I see. What agency or unit did he 

work for?”
“The government hires him out for 

the really dangerous missions, but he’s 
not supposed to let us know that.”

“But he told your entire class, right?”
“Sure.”
Try this one on for size: A student of 

By Scott Reitz
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mine at ITTS had encountered another 
supposed former “Ultra Top Secret” 
Special Forces Delta operator. 

He sold this student two 1911-style 
.45 autos for thousands, claiming they 
were custom “one-of-a-kind 1911s” 
made by a special armorer for Delta 
operators. They were stock pistols with 
bright chrome finish, some funky after-
market barrel with little slits cut into 
the top, adjustable sights and stock 
side panels.

Nothing had been done to them 
other than cheap aftermarket add-
ons. In short, they weren’t worth $300 
together, as you’d have to put another 
$1,500 into each of them just to get 
them to work properly.

“Who’s the armorer?” I asked.
“I asked the same thing,” the student 

responded. “He said he’s dead now.”
“Really? I’m sorry to hear that.”
“Think he’ll buy them back?” 
Another great one: if someone tells 

you they were involved in “top secret” 
police shootings yet there is no record 
of them because they were so top secret, 
you’re being had. All police activity is 
subject to public disclosure. Police are 

simply civilians who have been blessed 
by the public to perform their jobs.

There was a book out there by a 
guy who claimed to be an LAPD SWAT 
member. Now, not only was he never 
in LAPD SWAT, he wasn’t even in Met-
ro, which is a requirement to apply for 
SWAT. To go one step further, he wasn’t 
even an LAPD Officer!

This guy told me personally that it 
was a “typo” and a “misunderstanding.” 
Really? On the main book cover that you 
supposedly authored and proofread? 
No, what it is, is deliberately misleading 
and patently dishonest.

The SEALs have a “Wall of Shame” 
for all posers and liars who claim to be 
SEALs. I like this.

You can call information, ask for 
LAPD’s number, ask them for Metro’s 
number, and get in touch with a super-
visor from SWAT. They have a roster of 
all past and present SWAT members.

If you ever want to know about 
someone, ask them for a signed CV 
(Curriculum Vitae) and tell them you’re 
going to check into everything they have 
put down in black and white. One of two 
things will happen: they will never be 

heard from again or they will have ev-
ery excuse in the book why they cannot 
possibly accommodate you on this is-
sue. It’s all B.S. Every time I am in court 
or depositions, my CV is subjected to 
intense scrutiny.

If something sounds wrong or fishy, 
then it’s probably wrong or fishy. When 
someone dances around an answer like 
a frog on a hot plate, that should be Clue 
Number One that you are dealing with a 
fraud. Honesty is pretty straightforward, 
and the answers come quickly.

Do your due diligence before you bet 
your future or spend exorbitant funds 
on frauds. The individuals worthy of 
your trust have spent real time, made 
real sacrifices and taken real risks in or-
der to gain their experience, and none 
of them appreciate the charlatans.

What color is the boathouse?

Scott Reitz is a 30-year veteran of the Los 
Angeles Police Department and director 
of the highly acclaimed International 
Tactical Training Seminars. Course in-
formation and schedules are available 
at their website at 
www.internationaltactical.com. 
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System D In Action
IT ought to be considered a natural 

law: “People will buy whatever 
they want, and other people will sell it 
to them.”

Governments have worked for centu-
ries to profit from this fact by taxing, reg-
ulating or outright banning transactions. 
By inserting themselves between buyers 
and sellers, governments have created 
thousands of exciting new categories of 
crime. A major purpose—in fact, maybe 
the whole point—of the so-called “black 
market” is simply to get around the par-
asitic costs of government.

Let’s get one thing straight from the 
get-go: the “black market” doesn’t nec-
essarily have anything to do with danger-
ous or immoral goods—in fact, it usually 
doesn’t. Sure, we all know about foreign 
drug cartels and their War on the War on 
Drugs. But illegal drugs are a small part 
of the worldwide black market.

Take cigarettes, for example. For 
adults, cigarettes are as legal as can 
be. Yet people smuggle them and sell 
them under the table. Why? Well, take 
a look at what’s happening in Arizona. 
In 2006, that state increased its excise 
tax on cigarettes by 82 cents a pack. In 
the next 12 months, tax-paid cigarette 
sales fell by 32 percent. No, people 
hadn’t given up smoking. The brilliant 
state leaders didn’t seem to have con-
sidered that Arizona shares a long bor-
der with Mexico, a place with a time-
honored tradition of smuggling people 
and things into America and access 
to lots and lots of cheap cigarettes. By 
2011, an estimated 50% of all cigarettes 
smoked in Arizona were untaxed. 
That’s the “black market” at work.

It’s not always a bad thing. Ban candy 
and other tasty treats from school lunch 
rooms, as school districts in Los Angeles 
and other places have done and voila!, 
kids smuggle them in anyway. Some 
make a fat profit by selling the now-il-
licit goodies to their friends. Extra street 
cred for getting caught and suspended. 
They’re not really doing themselves any 
harm, and they’re learning the valu-

able lesson that Mr. Administrator is not 
your friend.

Sometimes, on the other hand, black 
markets and the smuggling that goes 
with them are an absolutely dreadful 
thing. Ask the thousands of people who 
have been killed by ruthless gangs in 
Central and South America, Asia and 
elsewhere. Oh, you can’t ask them; 
they’re dead.

The all-time classic example of how 
government bans lead to enormous 
profits for smugglers, leading in turn to 
violent competition for market share, is 
alcohol prohibition in the 1920s. Passage 
of the Volstead Act in 1919 banned what 
some people saw as a harmful drug, and 
initiated the indubitably harmful rise 
of organized crime gangs dedicated to 
smuggling in or manufacturing as much 
of that drug as they could sell. Sound fa-
miliar? At least back then they had sense 
enough to repeal the ban.

People will buy whatever they want, 
and other people will sell it to them. 
Make it illegal, and you only raise the 
price—and the profit margin—and the 
possibility of violence. There’s a reason 
beer distributors don’t shoot at one an-
other these days.

Sometimes the black markets cre-
ated by governments are just dumb. In 
several states, for example, it’s illegal to 
braid hair professionally without having 
obtained a cosmetology license, which 
is given after taking a course that often 
costs thousands of dollars and may not 
even teach one single thing about hair 
braiding. Naturally, plenty of disadvan-
taged but entrepreneurial young ladies 
braid hair without licenses. Customers 
come to them because 1) they don’t give 
a damn if their hair braider is approved 
by government and 2) the braiders who 
didn’t go to cosmetology school can 
charge less.

And yes, there have been armed 
raids.

Another example: Several state gov-
ernments have banned the sale of “raw” 
milk. But some people prefer their milk 

unpasteurized, so there’s a market for it, 
and somebody’s willing to fill that niche. 
Now we’re entertained by the spectacle 
of armed enforcers going after villains 
whose nefarious crime is ... selling milk. 
The most commonly mentioned crimi-
nal cartel? The Amish. Not exactly the 
sort of vile cabal that comes most read-
ily to mind, but there it is.

And yes, there have been SWAT raids.
I understand the ban on Scottish 

haggis has been lifted, though. Any hag-
gis-smuggling rings there might have 
been (yuck!) got hit in the pocketbook 
by that repeal, for sure.

I don’t know if there’s an under-
ground market in flower arrangements 
in Louisiana, but arranging flowers with-
out a license is a crime there and you’d 
better have one if the Louisiana Depart-
ment of Agriculture comes to call.

At least I couldn’t find any evidence 
of armed raids for that one.

The U.S. Supreme Court recently 
refused to hear a case challenging a 
Florida requirement for all interior de-
signers to have a state license, letting 

By Claire Wolfe

ENEMY AT THE GATE

Smuggling and the 
black market have a 

long and storied history 
in our country.
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the requirement stand. Do you really 
imagine that the décor in Florida homes 
and businesses is any less dreadful be-
cause bureaucrats approve? And do you 
imagine that unlicensed artistes will 
stop their decorating?

In large cities, local governments of-
ten collude with taxi companies to limit 
the number of licenses available, creat-
ing a huge barrier to any additional tax-
is entering the market. This allows the 
companies that have existing licenses to 
control the market and reap enormous 
profits. It also creates a big sucking hole 
in the market, which customers fill by 
hiring “gypsy” or “pirate” taxis—often as 
not unmarked private cars—that work 
just as well at a fraction of the price and 
at no profit to the taxi companies or the 
local government. Strangely, both those 
entities seem to consider this a very se-
rious crime.

Smuggling and the black market 
have a long and storied history in our 
country from before the American 
Revolution, though history textbooks 
tend to skip daintily over that fact. The 
first actions leading up to the Revolu-
tion were tax protests, by which I mostly 

mean smuggling and a market prefer-
ence for smuggled goods.

A number of the Founding Fathers, 
most prominently John Hancock, were 
well-known smugglers and don’t seem 
to have bothered denying it—except 
to customs inspectors. For the most 
part, the smuggled goods were by no 
means illicit. They consisted of things 
everybody used every day, but which 
were heavily taxed or prohibited by the 
English government. Despite the risks, 
smugglers did it because there were 
huge profits involved. On commodities 
the government didn’t tax or prohibit, 
no black market existed. What would 
have been the point?

Robert Neuwirth, in his book The 
Stealth of Nations: The Global Rise of the 
Informal Economy, estimates the cur-
rent worldwide value of black markets 
at about $10 trillion per year (about 
5/7th the size of the “legal” U.S. econ-
omy). Even more impressive, he thinks 
it probably employs more than half 
the people everywhere. There’s even a 
name for this informal economy: Sys-
tem D. And it’s growing.

Keep in mind that those figures don’t 

include the really nasty black market 
items like kiddie porn or sex slaves. Not 
even drugs. Neuwirth is simply looking at 
ordinary street vending and other forms 
of voluntary but unregulated trade.

Sometimes, of course, there are good 
reasons for bans. Ask a Florida fisher-
man what he thinks of the (banned) 
Asian Walking Catfish sometime. Lots 
of exotic animals, fish, shellfish, and 
birds are banned in various places for 
the same reasons: fears that they’ll be-
come invasive and push out native spe-
cies, or that they’ll spread disease. Such 
bans may make sense, but they’re often 
pointless, because banning anything 
that people want to buy only creates an 
underground market.

If you still believe that the black mar-
ket, or underground economy, or Sys-
tem D, or whatever you want to call it, is 
just for swarthy Latin drug kingpins and 
depraved ghetto-dwellers, ask yourself: 
Have you ever hired someone to do yard 
work for you and paid in cash? Con-
gratulations! You’re a player in the black 
market. If it’s not taxed, cash income is 
illegal in this country.
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Mossberg 9200A1 Jungle Gun
THE Mossberg 9200A1 Jungle 

Gun is one of the more in-
teresting shotguns produced over the 
last 25 years, though it did not really 
achieve commercial success.

The 9200A1’s big claim to fame was 
that it met very rigorous standards to be 
designated the first milspec semiauto-
matic shotgun after passing a series of 
tests and meeting various bid specs. It 
is designed for toughness and reliabil-
ity, and meets both of those require-
ments. But for those trained in combat 
shotgun techniques, it has at least one 
serious ergonomic flaw, which I will 
discuss below.

One of the most noticeable features 
of the 9200A1 is its extra thick barrel—
I’ve seen it referred to as a “stove pipe.” 
Reportedly, this was to prevent damage 
when getting in and out of vehicles or 

choppers. It is certainly a sturdy barrel, 
one that could be used for barrel swipes 
to an opponent’s head in close quarters.

Other parts are designed for greater 
durability than those used in the stan-
dard 9200 shotguns. For example, it has a 
steel safety and trigger guard rather than 
aluminum. The safety is of the sliding 
type and located atop the receiver; this is 
one of the 9200A1’s good features. And to 
meet military specs, it is parkerized.

The 9200A1 only has a four-round 
magazine. Extended magazines are 
available from Choate and work well on 
the gun.

9200A1s were designed to take 2 
¾-inch standard velocity buckshot. I 
have owned three of these shotguns 
and have fired them with 2 ¾-inch 
“Tactical” loads, which are lighter. One 
worked fine with them, one didn’t, and 

the one I have now seems to work, but 
I’ve only fired a small amount of “Tacti-
cal Buckshot” through it. It’s best to just 
go with the specs for which the 9200A1 
was designed and not use light loads or 
magnum loads. My experience is that 2 
¾ 00 buckshot in standard loads should 
do the job.

The “military” 9200A1 had a black 
synthetic stock and forearm. LE-only 
models had a Choate folding stock 
marked “Mossberg.” The 9200A1 I own 
today and which I evaluated for this 
column is one of the LE versions with 
the folding stock. It is easier to stow in a 
vehicle with the stock folded, but recoil 
is certainly more noticeable with the 
folder than the fixed stock.

The 9200A1 cycles quite fast, so the 
shooter will go through the 4 or 4+1 
rounds quickly. It only has a bead front 

By Leroy ThompsonLONG GUNS

9200A1 LE model with stock folded. Jungle Gun is known for 
its sturdiness, especially its extra thick barrel.
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sight, so if you are used to a ghost ring or 
rifle sights on combat shotguns, when 
shooting quickly at multiple targets 
such as plates, it takes some concentra-
tion to keep on target.

The biggest criticism of the 9200A1 is 
its loading drill, which is as complicated 
as that of the Benelli series of combat 
shotguns. This is not a good feature for 
“soldier proofing” and does not allow 
the user to top up the magazine easily 
with the support hand during a lull in 
the action.

Without going into too much de-
tail, to load the 9200A1, it is necessary 
to have the bolt forward, press the bolt 
release with the thumb or forefinger 
of one hand, then keep the button de-
pressed and insert a shell through the 
loading port to depress the elevator. 
With the opening in the magazine tube 
now exposed, the button is released 
and the shell pushed into the magazine 
tube. This process is repeated as each 
shell is loaded and, when the magazine 
is full, the bolt release is depressed to 
make sure the elevator returns to the 
starting position.

How’s that sound for a combat reload 
while under fire? Bear in mind that the 
9200A1 also has to be turned over to eas-
ily load it and, in the midst of combat, 
this will increase the likelihood of the 

hand touching the possibly hot barrel.
As many readers know, the U.S. 

armed forces bought a lot of Mossberg 
shotguns, but they were 500 and 590 
pump guns, which operate very reli-
ably and allow the magazine to be easily 
topped off. They have held up well in the 
dusty, sandy environments of Afghani-
stan and Iraq. Basically, the Mossberg 
500 series follows the KISS principle, 
while the 9200A1 does not.

As far as I can tell, if any 9200A1 shot-
guns were purchased by the U.S. armed 
forces, they were for evaluation and per-
haps field trials. I don’t believe any were 
actual issue guns.

Reportedly, DEA did purchase some 
9200A1 Jungle Guns for issue to agents 
working with special ops personnel on 
counter-narcotics operations in Latin 
America. Some years ago, I asked a cou-
ple of friends who were with DEA if they 
had ever seen a 9200A1 with their agen-
cy. They said they had not, although 
they had not worked in Latin America. 
That’s all I know on military or DEA use 
of the 9200A1.

I think the complicated manual of 
arms doomed the 9200A1 for military or 
major LE purchase. Its durability and re-
liability were overshadowed by the diffi-
culty in loading, especially under stress.

I don’t know how many 9200A1 

shotguns were sold, but don’t believe 
the number was all that high. It’s now 
been out of production for more than 
a decade. I also looked through my col-
lection of Shooter’s Bibles to try to figure 
out when production began, but could 
not determine the date. It was only pro-
duced for a few years.

Nevertheless, the 9200A1 has its fans. 
I’ve run across a couple of fairly knowl-
edgeable shooters who owned 9200A1s 
they were quite fond of. And I must 
have some affection for them, since I 
keep buying them. I do have the excuse, 
however, that I write books and articles 
on combat shotguns and need one for 
reference. Well, that’s my story and I’m 
sticking to it.

When I decided to sell the two I 
owned previously, I put them on con-
signment at a local shop that special-
izes in tactical weapons, and they sold 
quickly. I will keep my folding stock 
model.

What makes the 9200A1 so interest-
ing is that Mossberg did a lot of design 
work to create a shotgun that met tough 
military specs.

But the problem may have been with 
the specs, which dictated the reliability 
and durability parameters but did not 
indicate that a simple manual of arms is 
also necessary for a military gun.

LONG GUNS

9200A1 has only a bead front sight, which makes it 
difficult to shoot accurately past about 25 yards.
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LaRue Tactical PredatAR
By Ethan Johns

ne of the significant trends in the 
current Afghanistan fight is the 
troops’ increasing use of semi-
automatic 7.62mm NATO rifles. 

Most units have gone to some type of 
AR- or M14-based system and have 
largely replaced the 7.62mm bolt guns 
for all but stationary work.

On a recent tour, I saw widespread 
use and appreciation of these marks-
man’s and sniper rifles, in some cases to 

spectacular effect. But in nearly all cas-
es, the weight of the system caused the 
rifles to be viewed as a support weapon, 
replacing perhaps a Squad Automatic 
Weapon, but rarely viewed simply as 
another primary weapon.

HEAVYWEIGHTS
I was able to work with most of the op-
tions within the class, such as the M14-
based Enhanced Battle Rifle, M110 
Semiautomatic Sniper System, and the 
Brit Modular Weapon System. While all 

Lightweight upper and lower receiver are machined from billet 7075 
T6 aluminum and strengthened in key areas to improve accuracy.
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PredatAR with LR/T scope on Academi tower—an unknown-distance range where the 
rifle was able to rapidly transition through targets in depth from 75 to 900 yards.

have great features and proven capabil-
ities, each are too heavy to be consid-
ered a battle rifle. The 13- to 20-pound 
system “fighting weights” with filled 
magazine, optic, laser, bipod, etc, make 
it possible to fire a few hasty shots from 
standing/kneeling (not as accurately 
as most can snapshoot a carbine), and 
then the shooter is rapidly seeking a 
place to support the weapon on or get 
to the bipod.

Many shooters realized this but 
were willing to accept that trade-off, 
and there were many discussions 
about the possibilities and strengths 
of a true battle rifle. Many men felt the 
time was right to try again, and some 
were frustrated by the fielding and 
subsequent de-issue of a recent trou-
bled 7.62mm program.

PREDATAR
I was excited by the possibilities and 
potential, but the overall weight left 
the system in the support weapon side 
of the ledger. Then I heard that LaRue 
had drastically cut the weight on their 
7.62mm Optimized Battle Rifle (OBR) 
and come up with a derivative of that 
respected system with a starting weight 
of 7.7 pounds! 

The PredatAR was specing out the 
same weight as a standard M16 and 
much closer in weight to the legendarily 
handy Winchester 94 (6.8 lbs) than the 
417s, M110s, and Ears. This opened up 
all kinds of possibilities.

I was somewhat skeptical that a .308 
semi at that light weight would be as 
controllable as it needs to be or that a 

pencil barrel could shed the heat and 
maintain long-range capability. This 
was almost too good to really be true. 
However, LaRue’s reputation has been 
earned the hard way over the last de-
cade of war and, among many hard 
shooters, the name is synonymous with 
ruggedness, simplicity, and reliability.

FIRST IMPRESSIONS
The LT 7.62 PredatAR I tested had the 
16-inch LW-50 stainless barrel mount-

ed—I wanted to go all the way into “Bat-
tle Carbine” mode and see how it shook 
out. (Eighteen-inch barrels are also 
available, both with 1:11.25 twist rate.)

Immediately noticeable is the unique 
14-inch handguard. It is lightweight and 
really low profile, with slight ridgelines 
at 3, 6, and 9 o’clock that accept either 
aggressively textured synthetic Grip As-
sist Panels or sections of 1913 rail via 
torx screws.

I’ve used many of the available quad 
rails as well as the various tubes that ac-
cept Picatinny lengths, and this one is 
at the top of the heap for now. It’s crazy 
simple to mount or remove sections, 
and the feel of the rail is superb. A closer 
look at the rear of the handguard reveals 
a flange that corresponds to a matching 
one on the upper receiver and makes 
the two nearly monolithic.

Probably the next most striking fea-
ture is the large magwell and logo on 
the outboard side of the lower receiver. 
After decades of seeing them on the in-
board side, it makes you look. The well 
is flared slightly to accept SR25/M110-
style magazines or 7.62 PMAGs. The 
Pred ships with one LaRue improved 
aluminum magazine.

The rifle wears Olive Drab with a 
Magpul MOE stock on the six-position 
receiver extension and Magpul pistol 
grip. The trigger is by Geissele, provid-
ing two pounds of movement to a pre-
dictable point of resistance and a con-
sistently crisp 2.5-pound break.

The bolt is hand polished, hard 
chromed—and massive. A typical AR 
shooter’s eyes will widen when you hand 

LaRue 7.62mm PredatAR may be near the 
pinnacle of practical power and perfor-
mance—a lightweight battle rifle that can 
add something to any fight in ways not 
realized before. Fully kitted-out rifle was 
light enough to shoot or carry all day and 
balanced well from the shoulder.
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it over. Running the bolt with the PRI 
charging handle is as close as I’ve come 
to the feel of a hand-lapped custom bolt 
gun. The tolerances and smoothness of 
this thing are way impressive. The test 
target showed three shots in .62 inch 
at 100 yards, confirming the tactile im-
pression of silky smooth fit.

KITTING UP
A rifle meant to be so versatile can be 
driven in many directions, and the suc-
cess of each relies upon the choice of 
optic. I was sorely tempted to run a red 
dot up close, but that would rob the po-
tential from the system for mid- to long-
range employment. I hate piggybacked 
optics, so that was a no-go. For me the 
natural go-to was a low-power variable. 
I chose the new Leupold VX-R 1.25-4X 
scope for its light weight, generous eye 
relief and to try the new illuminated 
FireDot SPR reticle.

I wanted to keep the overall weight as 
low as possible to not fritter away what 
LaRue had provided, so went without 
my customary foregrip and only added 
the OBR QD sling swivel mount and a 
1913 section to bolt my white light onto.

After speaking with the knowledge-
able folks at Black Hills Ammunition, I 
went with their 155-grain AMax loading 
to help flatten the trajectory a little to 
offset the velocity loss from the short-
ish barrel.

Simply filling and inserting a mag of 

7.62 adds a pound and a half to the sys-
tem, so it was ready to fight at a proxi-
mal ten pounds.

UP CLOSE
The PredatAR came with me to an EAG 
Tactical special carbine class conducted 
for Crye Precision at the Academi train-
ing campus. I was able to run the rifle on 
a line full of talented shooters, includ-
ing SOF and SWAT types in a three-day 
program that started with a review of 
fundamentals but quickly ramped into 
quals and nightwork in the 50 yards and 
in close-range fighting space.

The .30-caliber LaRue was ultra con-
trollable in all drills, allowing me to 
hammer out multiple shots or engage 
multiple targets on pace with the class, 
despite launching twice the muzzle en-
ergy. The rifle was just heavy enough to 
help fight recoil, while remaining light 
enough to shoot all day.

The action cycles with incred-
ible smoothness—something no pis-
ton 7.62 can claim—and the recoil im-
pulse comes back into the shoulder as 
a good push without excessive rise. If 
the shooter stays “behind the gun,” it is 
quite comfortable and fast to recover.

I’m a fairly big guy and can be a little 
relaxed on the carbine. I’ve been remind-
ed by most of the top instructors in the 
business to get a little harder on the gun 
to find another gear for speed. The Preda-
tAR was the best coach I’ve had to make 

me stay there until it became a habit.
At various points in the class, I was 

able to run drills back to back with a 
Bravo Company Mfg M4A1 EAG carbine 
(Carbine Wedding, June 2011 S.W.A.T.), 
a light for class 5.56mm to get a feel for 
the performance and recoil difference.

In raw speed there was a predict-
able difference, amounting to about 
20 percent for the same quality of hits. 
However, in scored drills, where there is 
a little bit of free space in the time limit 
with 5.56, I was able to use that space to 
advantage and score identically in most 
cases. In fact, one experienced shooter 
used the PredatAR to shoot the class 
high on the MEU(SOC) carbine qual.

Throughout the class the PredatAR 
ran flawlessly, and I lubed it less than I 
normally do, since it never began to feel 
the least bit dirty or sluggish—no doubt 
a combination of the quality ammo and 
rifle build.

This is good, since a nitpick I had is 
that the ejection port cover lies flush 
against the receiver when open and, be-
cause it is not as simple to swipe closed 
as with a 5.56 AR, more matter might 
find its way into the action for the for-
getful or undisciplined.

I had been a little curious about the 
flinch factor of shooting a carbine class’ 
volume of rounds through a lightweight 
7.62, and by the tail end of the final day, 
I did find myself less than enthusiastic 
about shooting from prone and having 

Rifle shed recoil well, allowing shooter to recover 
quickly for follow-up shots at carbine distances.

BATTLE RIFLE REALIZED
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to bear down a little more on the longer 
shots on the move, but it was not a sig-
nificant issue.

Interestingly, there were a couple of 
experienced hands in the class who had 
tried some of the other semi 7.62s on the 
market, quickly found them too heavy 
for general use and moved on. They 
were enthusiastic about what they were 
seeing with the PredatAR. There may be 
a ten pound “ceiling” in effect for rifles 
to be run well, similar to how pistols are 
universally in the two- to three-pound 
loaded weight to be effectively portable 
and easy to shoot.

OUT THERE
I returned to the Academi campus a few 
weeks later to explore the other end of 
the trajectory and see the long-range 
utility of the LaRue.

On one of their multiple long-range 
known distance ranges, I worked the 
rifle back incrementally on paper and 
12-inch square steel representing up-
per chest cavity shots. For this portion I 
attached a LaRue/Harris QD BRM-S Bi-
pod to discriminate shooter-attributed 
error. The rifle was still handy with the 
bipod out front, and the VX-R remained 
in place to see what the rifle could do 
with a patrol optic. The mil line hold-
overs in the SPR reticle corresponded 

precisely with 400 and 600 yards. Bang-
ing the nearly dinner plate-sized steel 
was too easy. A three-shot group at 600 
yards measured only seven inches with 
wind and shooter error included, so the 
rifle can shoot.

I outran the 4X optic at 800 yards, 
with hits possible but not certain, and 
switched to a Leupold Long Range/
Tactical (LR/T) 3.5-10X to see what was 
possible as a light sniper semi. Putting 
the Black Hills lead onto steel was no 
drama, with comeups about 7 MOA 
more than usually expected from .308 at 
that distance due to the shorter barrel. 
You do not want to be in the open and 
acting stupid if someone has this rifle 
within half a mile.

To wrap up the test, I was able to 
run the tower, an unknown-distance 
range that had targets and cars sprin-
kled across various terrain from about 
75 yards out to 900. As a scenario on 
the fourth floor, my instructor/spotter 
called designated targets that required 
immediate threats from standing and 
kneeling at 75 to 150 yards, then inside 
multiple vehicles at midrange from 
the bipod, and a final target at 900 and 
change. This was a perfect match for 
the rifle itself—the ability to seamlessly 
handle dynamic multiples at shouting 
distance and then put horsepower pre-

cisely into targets out as far as the skill of 
the shooter allows.

DEFINING THE CLASS
The PredatAR is an exciting tool. It al-
lows capability in many areas but is not 
a jack of all trades/master of none. Its 
ergonomic balance, accuracy, and reli-
ability allow it to do just about all one 
could ask. It viably could replace sev-
eral role-specific weapons, allowing a 
shooter or unit to clean out the safe and 
become more versatile in the process.

Right now, the PredatAR is in a class 
that it clearly defines and occupies 
alone, although inevitably the industry 
will lighten up and create competition. 
It will be interesting to see how many 
can approach this level of quality.

The PredatAR is not for everyone—
the masses may be better served by a 
lighter 5.56 carbine. But for many hard 
shooters, this is a professional’s gun that 
can play on many fields.

Located in Moyock, North Carolina on 7,000 acres of training space, the complex 
begun by Blackwater and purchased/expanded by the U.S. Training Center has 
now been renamed Academi.

The campus was a perfect match to push a weapon as versatile as the Pre-
datAR. I had last trained there nearly ten years ago and was unprepared for the 
scale and quality of what is now available, with more than 35 unique ranges, 
high-quality support facilities, a lodging inn, fully stocked pro shop, mobile 
armories to support classes, and more.

The large instructor staff is actively engaged in training allied partner na-
tions, LE and Military units, and open enrollment courses most weeks of the year. 
This broad exposure leads to a living curricula that constantly adapts to emerg-
ing trends, according to company president Ted Wright.

The name change is meant to correspond with Academi’s tight focus on do-
mestic and international training, and the “feel” within the facility is akin to a 
collegiate environment, except that as you mingle with the staff and other class-
es in the cafeteria, most students are armed and about to head back to a range.

The organization seeks to be the modern-day equivalent of Plato’s Akademia, 
where many of that day’s pre-eminent scholars and warriors alike were educated. 
The miles of driving and off-road tracks, wide variety of shooting houses, ranges, 
and mock-ups exceed what is available on the majority of DoD bases. I found 
several classes that I need to take, and I look forward to sharing my reports on 
them with S.W.A.T. readers.
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KEL-TEC KSG SHOTGUN
In the past, the single largest criticism of 
shotguns used for defensive purposes was 
low ammunition capacity. The S.W.A.T. 
June Sweepstakes is proud to welcome 
the future with the Kel-Tec KSG shotgun.

A bullpup design, the KSG has an 
overall length of merely 26 inches, while 
maintaining an 18½-inch barrel. Twin 
magazine tubes nestled underneath the 
barrel can each hold seven 2¾-inch shot-
gun shells, giving the KSG a total capacity 
of 15 powerful 12-gauge shells. A selector 
switch is located at the end of the maga-
zines to switch from one to the other. This 
gives the user the option of loading either 
a single type of shell, e.g. buckshot, or 
two, such as one tube with buckshot and 
the other slugs. (It goes without saying 
that lethal and less-lethal rounds should 
never be used in the same weapon.)

Like other Kel-Tec products, the com-
pany did their homework on the KSG and 
loaded it with useful features, including 
a 12-inch T-marked Picatinny rail (T-
1-T-30) on top, six-inch Picatinny rail on 
the forend, ambidextrous safety, ambidex-
trous slide release, fore and aft sling at-
tachment positions, and ergonomic pistol 
grip. The KSG’s balance is nothing short 
of superb.

We never offer a Sweepstakes on an 
unproven weapon, and the KSG has prov-
en to be both robust and reliable. Since it 
was first reviewed in S.W.A.T. (SOMETHING 
NEW UNDER THE SUN: Kel-Tec KSG Shotgun, 

November 2011 S.W.A.T.), the KSG used in 
the evaluation has fired over 700 trouble-
free rounds.

CRIMSON TRACE MVF-515 GREEN
The importance of having a powerful 
white light on a weapon is well docu-
mented. Additionally, having a laser sight 
mounted gives the user options when iron 
sights cannot be seen or a red dot sight 
may be inoperable.

Utilizing the latest technologies, the 
Crimson Trace engineering team was able 
to overcome the two banes of green laser 
technology: heat, which shortens the la-
ser diode life, and high power draw, which 
renders green lasers useless in a matter 
of minutes.

Just like its predecessor the MVF-515 
RED, the MVF-515 GREEN brings speed, ac-
curacy and the effectiveness of heads-up 
sighting to those who require the tactical 
advantage available with this new prod-
uct. The MVF-515 GREEN provides three 
tools in one: a laser, white light, and 
robust vertical foregrip in a single modu-
lar package. The polymer grip panels are 
mounted onto an aircraft grade 6061-T6 
aluminum hard-anodized tang, and con-
tain activation switches on each side that 
control the light and laser independently. 
Additionally, the MVF-515 GREEN can be 
programmed in seconds for momentary 
laser or light, strobe or constant-on. The 
white light is adjustable from 150 to 200 
lumens. Two CR-123 batteries provide over 
four hours of light illumination and over 
six hours of green laser illumination.

FEDERAL PREMIUM AMMUNITION
To feed the KSG, we are including 250 
rounds of Federal’s new Premium Tactical® 
Buckshot.

Federal Premium® Ammunition has 
turned shotshell technology 180 degrees 
with the game-changing FLITECONTROL® 
wad. This exciting and innovative rear-
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braking shotshell system el-
evates the performance of 
tactical shotguns as well. De-
livering the tightest buck-
shot patterns available for 

law enforcement or defense, without ex-
pensive barrel alterations or aftermarket 
choke tubes, Tactical Buckshot transforms 
the most basic shotgun into a precision 
shooting tool. With a 7.2-inch pattern at 
25 yards, reduced recoil for faster target 
acquisition, a solid brass head for reliable 
extraction, and sealed primer and crimp 
for reliable ignition, Tactical Buckshot 
brings confidence and performance every 
time a tactical shotgun is deployed.

But sometimes buckshot is not the “A” 
answer, and slugs may be a better choice. 
That’s why this Sweepstakes also includes 
250 rounds of Federal Tactical® TruBall® 
Deep Penetrator Rifled Slugs.

Engineered to be one tough projec-
tile, the hard copper-plated lead Tactical  
TruBall Deep Penetrator Rifled Slug 
achieves deeper penetration, improved 
accuracy, and high weight retention. From 

vehicle stops in the inner city to bear en-
counters in the Alaskan wild, this innova-
tive three-piece slug system is designed 
to put an end to any confrontation. If 
you’re looking for proven performance in 
shotgun slug technology, look no further 
than Tactical TruBall Deep Penetrator from 
Federal Premium Ammunition.

KEL-TEC 
KSG SHOTGUN
TOTAL VALUE: $3,000!
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S KEL-TEC CNC INDUSTRIES, INC.
Dept. S.W.A.T.
1475 Cox Rd.
Cocoa, FL 32926
(321) 631-0068
www.keltecweapons.com

CRIMSON TRACE CORPORATION
Dept. S.W.A.T.
9780 SW Freeman Drive
Wilsonville, OR 97070
(800) 442-2406
www.crimsontrace.com

FEDERAL CARTRIDGE COMPANY
Dept. S.W.A.T.
900 Ehlen Drive
Anoka, MN 55303-7503
(800) 322-2342
www.federalcartridge.com

TO ENTER: 
SEND YOUR
• name and complete mailing address
• phone number • email address

TO:
S.W.A.T. Magazine
June Sweepstakes
2240 W. Woolbright Rd, Suite 317
Boynton Beach, FL 33426
POSTCARDS ONLY! NO LETTERS PLEASE

Or even easier, click the June
Sweepstakes tab on the S.W.A.T.
Magazine Facebook page at
www.facebook.com/swatmag.

RULES: Contest is open to individuals who are 
residents of the United States of America and its 
territories. Limit 1 entry per household. Agents and 
employees of Group One Enterprises and their fami-
lies are not eligible. All state and local firearms regu-
lations apply. If contestant is unable to take lawful 
possession through a local registered firearms deal-
er, an alternate winner will be chosen. Winner shall 
be responsible to comply with all tax and firearms 
laws and regulations. Contest void where prohib-
ited by law. Deadline for either mail-in or Facebook 
entries is June 5, 2012. The winner will be chosen 
on June 12, 2012. Limit one entry per person. No 
purchase necessary to enter. S.W.A.T. Magazine 
reserves the unconditional right to publish winning 
name and city in promotional materials.
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many years, 
the way we 
d e l i v e r e d 

projectiles into our opponents was 
clouded with mythology and lies per-
petuated by the dream weavers and 
unknowing instructors who merely par-
roted what had been passed on to them 
by others—who likewise lacked a clue.

These myths were enhanced by the 
bureaucratic indifference and institu-
tional inertia present in any organiza-
tion, and were most often manifested 
in the “This is the way we have always 

done it” attitude in response to anyone 
questioning their Tactics, Techniques, 
Procedures, or equipment.

The stupidity covered such gems as 
“One shot, one kill,” “You only need 
a high-cap magazine if you intend to 
miss a lot,” “All fall to hardball,” and 
the ever popular ““I only carry pistols 

whose caliber starts with 4."
We all got/get suckered into the stu-

pidity, myself included. After all, it was 
what the old-time gun writers said, so it 
had to be true.

We know better now, and we proba-
bly did then as well, but we never asked 
enough questions.

Proper Bullet Placement By Patrick A. Rogers
Illustration by Duke Krieger

Above: Reactive targets are necessary if your training is to be complete. While this 
training brain shot (ASYM 147-grain 9x19mm) is visually impressive, humans may or 
may not react to receiving projectiles in their person. Blood, especially in torso shots, 
may not be visible, and movement may or may not be an indicator. Shoot until the 
threat is incapable of hurting you or a third person. Image courtesy Pantaeo Productions.
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WHERE TO SHOOT
Where we put those rounds will be the 
result of what is available. On a square 
range, the target is two-dimensional 
and facing you, so life is pretty easy.

But in the real world, you need to be 
able to shoot what is available, right now.

In times gone by, this was called cen-
ter mass. To a certain extent, the center 
of what is available is the way to go. If 
you miss the designated aiming point 
(something likely when all hands are 
moving), you have a little wiggle room 
to get a better-than-nothing hit.

Unfortunately, this took a major 
dump in both the mil and cop sides of 
the house. Qualification courses over-
took training as a priority, but they are 
not the same thing. If training existed, 
it did so as lecture/dry practice prior to 
the qual, and remedial shooting after 
one failed.

This is of course nothing new, but 
it has become solidified in a way that 
should never have been permitted.

Additional problems occur with 
cops, who are traditional and likely 
hidebound by nature and have stan-
dards that fluctuate wildly according to 
region, size and political interference, 
plus the biggest limiter of all, affirma-
tive action.

How we send that love downrange is 
worth looking at. We know that there is 
nothing that can be held in two hands 
that will guarantee someone will be 
incapacitated with a single shot 100% 
of the time. A fact of tactical life is that 
even multiple shots may not give you 
that instant incapacitation so loved by 
the movies.

At the city morgue, I have seen 
many people turned into canoes from 
ingesting .22, .25, .32, .380s and the 
like, and have seen several people take 
near-contact wounds to the body and 
head from .38, 9x19 and .45 and sur-
vive. Therefore I am convinced that, 
of those variables involved in a pistol 
fight—type of gun, bullet configuration, 
weight and caliber—all are a distant 
tie for second when compared to tech-
nique and mindset.

The projectiles need to go where 
they will make the guy leak the quickest. 
Your goal is to depressurize the circula-
tory system—let air in, let fluid out. Bo-
nus points for any other disruptions, but 
don’t count on them.

While long guns come with en-
hanced capabilities, proper shot place-
ment/technique is also required.

CENTER MASS
Let’s look at center mass for a start. In 
the day (and for some, that may include 
today), many qual targets had the X-ring 
at the navel, with concentric rings radi-

ating outboard. The concentric rings 
had a decreasing score value. These tar-
gets were apparently designed by and 
for the bullseye community and did not 
represent human anatomy well at all.

The center of these targets—the na-
vel—represented the approximate cen-
ter of a human, measuring from the feet 
to the top of the head.

 B-27 has often been used as a police qualification target. It is grossly deficient in this 
role, as the scoring rings are out of touch with reality. They keep the highest score too 
low in the body and offer no value to neck or head shots.

More appropriate targets present scoring rings where they will more likely cause 
incapacitation in a person. Scoring area on most qual targets is usually too large. 
Training should be hard so that reality will be less hard.
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This is valid in the infantry fight, 
where any hit is viable because there are 
likely a lot of bad guys moving around 
launching bullets at you.

But for CQB, which by definition re-
quires a higher standard of shooting, 
center mass is actually the approximate 
center from the hips to the top of the 
head, and the aiming point is the high 
chest—right between the nipples.

Getting shots where they can most 
rapidly disrupt the circulatory system is 
our goal, and the B-27 type targets give 
false feedback.

Besides having the X-ring way too 
low, they also reward poor shots and 
ignore good shots by virtue of the con-
centric scoring rings.

For punching paper, they make 
sense—high points for center shots, 
lower values for those moving away 
from the center.

However, when punching people, 
those shots farther away from the belly 
button upward are of higher value in 
incapacitating those trying to incapaci-
tate you.

And to give a lower value to high 
chest/neck shots and no friggin’ value 
to a head shot is counterproductive—
but does make it easier to score, and 
thus easier to look at the qualification 
scores for the Keepers of Statistics.

TARGETS
Other targets do not use a bullseye-type 
scoring ring. The famous “Thug” target 
formerly used by NYPD (and still used 
by others) has a humanoid drawing 
of a man in the once popular Combat 
Crouch, point shoulder shooting his 
revolver at you while his support-side 
arm is diagonally across his chest. This 
is so that if his opponent shoots him in 
the chest, the bullets will hit his arm and 
not his heart.

At least that is what they told me when 
I went through the academy years ago.

There are several versions of this tar-
get in use, but all have a large scoring 
area running from the hairline down to 
the abdomen (or to the crotch in some 
targets). This generous scoring area al-
lows for even poorly trained shooters to 
qualify, keeping those statistics up.

Bowling pin type targets provide a 
more realistic shape for the kill zone, 
but like other qual targets are too gener-
ous in size.

The logistical problems associated 
with police qualifications are many, 
and include budgetary considerations, 
staffing, dedicated and qualified range 
staff, political correctness, and the ever-
present bureaucracy. Other priorities 
will also usurp training, leaving most 
cops minimally trained.

Getting shots into the bad guy is a 
good thing. Getting them in the right 
place—high chest, neck or head—is a 
lot better.

HOW MANY SHOTS?
The next question should be, “How 
many times do we shoot someone?” The 
“A” answer is, of course, until he stops 
being a threat to you or a third person.

That is what is taught at police acad-
emies and other training venues all 
across the country, and it is pretty good 
advice. We shoot to stop someone. 
Stopping them generally means making 
them incapable of further aggression.

But how do we do that? For years, 
the common thought was that a single 
shot was sufficient. That was always 
nonsense, as the human body is fairly 
resilient and even good hits may not 
give immediate results. The majority of 
shootings require more than a single 
round to end the fight. At some point, 

some finally got it. The big push that 
followed was that firing a pair would 
increase your chances of a hit by 100%.

There is no doubt that firing a pair is 
better than firing a single shot at your 
opponent, but someplace along the line 
it became doctrine, and that pair has 
become the be-all, end-all for a great 
many.

Some go so far as to suggest that you 
fire only a pair and then pause to evalu-
ate the effectiveness of those two shots.

There is a flaw in this thought pro-
cess, in that you are already on the back 
end of the power curve, and any pause 
you take against a living, breathing per-
son who is trying to hurt you may mean 
your demise.

FAILURE DRILL
The Failure Drill—a pair to the body 
followed by a single shot to the brain—
sounds good in theory and in fact has a 
lot going for it, if you can get your op-
ponent to stand still long enough to take 
the shots.

Shots to the brain may be immedi-
ately effective, and shots to the head 
that do not penetrate the brain may also 
incapacitate someone, but cannot be 
counted on to do it every time.

As originally described, there was 

HIT ME WITH YOUR BEST SHOT

Mike Hueser critiques shooter’s performance. This target has relatively small scoring 
areas in order to force accuracy and make training more efficient. In the 1700s, 
Alexander Suvorov said, “Train hard, fight easy.” It remains true today.
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a slight pause between the body and 
brain shots while you evaluated your 
handiwork. You do not have the luxury 
of time. The presence of his head in front 
of you means that you need to continue 
to shoot. But the Failure Drill is still a 
viable method of engaging someone 
when center mass hits are ineffective.

NON-STANDARD RESPONSE
A more realistic method of engag-
ing a threat is to fire a Non-Standard 
Response (NSR). An NSR may be de-
scribed as firing more shots than a stan-
dard response (a pair).

The exact number of rounds that 
you discharge at your opponent will 
be determined by the bad guy, but as 
long as he is a threat, you need to keep 
shooting.

For our purposes while training, we 
use seven rounds, because this maxi-
mizes the training value as we educate 
both the mind and the trigger finger. 
You can ratchet it up or down as neces-
sary. Remember that once your oppo-
nent is incapable of fighting, you need 
to stop shooting.

SQUARE RANGE LIMITATIONS
Doing 100% of your shooting on a 
square range can be a limiter. Down-
sides include:
n The targets are almost always in   
 front of you.
n They are almost always on the same  
 plane.
n They don’t react to hits.
n You train to shoot only what you are  
 told to shoot. No matter where you  
 hit, you only shoot the drill.
n No matter how well or badly you   
 shoot, you only shoot what you are  
 told to shoot.

Because of this, the oh-so-important 
follow through is marginalized.

An added negative is that those sta-
tionary qual targets have a very gener-
ous scoring area, which will increase the 
scores of those who receive minimum 
training.

Under stress—real stress, as in on 
the two-way range, not the self-inflict-
ed stress of a qualification or competi-
tion—your hits will be less than on the 
square range.

What you can do?

SOLUTIONS
Seek outside training. There are a lot of 
very good people training folks up. Take 
advantage of it.

Seek out force-on-force and live-fire 
shoot house training using reactive tar-
gets. They are both needed to round out 
your training.

While on the range, vary the number 
of shots delivered to the target. Don’t 
get locked into the “two shots and hol-
ster” mindset.

Develop a good combat mindset.
You attain proficiency by receiving 

good initial training and reinforcing it 
with solid sustainment training. Rep-
etition under supervision will enhance 
your skill sets.

And finally, there is no such thing as 
muscle memory. There is only memory. 
Keep your head in the fight.

Pat Rogers is a retired Chief Warrant Of-
ficer of Marines and retired NYPD Ser-
geant. Pat is the owner of E.A.G. Inc., 
which provides services to governmental 
organizations and private citizens. He 
can be reached at info@eagtactical.com.
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THE operating standard 
for the combat shot-

gun has been the pump-action fed via a 
tube magazine located under the barrel. 

There have been lever and bolt-ac-
tion shotguns as well, but these did not 
impinge on the pump-action’s status to 
which all others are compared. This is 
based on its simplicity of operation, reli-
ability and ability to handle a multitude 
of ammunition types.

While semiautomatic shotguns have 
showed capability, few have demon-
strated the “hell and back” reliability 
necessary to gain the confidence of us-
ers in life or death situations.

Leave it to the Russians to adapt 
their ultra-reliable AK operating system 
to the combat shotgun, with the Saiga-
12—a scaled-up AK-style action fed 
from detachable magazines.

SAIGA-12
To give credit where it’s due, Gennady 
Nikonov is the Russian designer respon-
sible for taking Kalashnikov’s AK design 
and adapting it into shotgun form.

The Saiga-12 uses a rotating bolt op-
erated by gas piston à la the AK. Obvi-
ously, a 12-gauge shell is much larger 
than a 7.62x39mm rifle round. The 
12-gauge flat-hull design further com-
pounded adaptation issues, especially 
in terms of magazine design.

In brief, the Saiga-12’s rear and for-
ward trunnions were reinforced, with 
the op-rod piston shortened and bolt 
carrier modified, allowing for shell 
clearance during the ejection process 
in the firing cycle. The bolt head was 
enlarged to accommodate the larger 
12-gauge shell face along with the top 
cover opening, to provide clearance for 

the larger 12-gauge shells as compared 
to the original rifle round size.

While the stock Saiga-12 is a viable 
weapon, this article will detail what is 
possible when a standard Saiga-12 is 
turned over to a knowledgeable AK gun-
smith such as Krebs Custom.

KREBS CUSTOM
Krebs Custom was one of the first AK 
“smiths” of note in the U.S., pioneer-
ing work on AK rifles and Saiga shot-
guns. Though modified to meet import 
requirements via sporter stock with no 
pistol grip, the heart of the Saiga shot-
gun is an AK operating system.

Modifying the Saiga back into the 
more familiar AK profile, albeit with a 
much larger hole in the barrel, is a well 
known and relatively straightforward 
process that involves moving the trigger 
guard forward to make room for a pis-
tol grip, replacing the fire control group, 
and installing an AK stock of choice.

The Krebs Custom Tac-18 is all busi-
ness with its matte black finished re-
ceiver, 18-inch barrel including muzzle 
brake mated to foldable/collapsible 
rear stock, SAW-type pistol grip, and 
black synthetic forearm. It has an over-
all length of 38 inches with VLTOR stock 
fully extended, and it weighs seven 
pounds empty.

Krebs installs and tunes a G2 trigger 
along with dehorning and smoothing 
the Saiga’s edges. A Krebs Mk IV safety 
is fitted to the Tac-18. The Mk IV safety 
features a manual bolt hold open notch 
in an effort to provide one possible so-
lution to the Saiga magazine change co-
nundrum, which we will go into more 
detail about below. A Krebs ghost ring 

SHOTGUN
WITH AN AK ATTITUDE
Krebs Custom Saiga-12 Tac-18

By Todd Burgreen

Krebs Custom Tac-18 with two empties in the air and another round about to be fired.
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sight finishes off the Tac-18 package. 
The front sight assembly is moved to 
the barrel’s muzzle area, thus extend-
ing the effective sight radius beyond 
the standard notch and bead provided 
by the factory.

The AK operating action is the gold 
standard for reliability in assault rifles, 
and the Saiga-12 follows this pattern.

MAGAZINE FED
We should not be biased against the 
Saiga-12 with our proclivity for tube-fed 
shotguns. The magazine-fed Saiga-12 
positively impacts handling by locat-
ing the ammunition at the center of the 
weapon, allowing for faster handling. 
The Saiga changes previously instilled 
training centered on tube-fed shotguns 
such as “shoot two, load two” tech-
niques, and is closer to an assault rifle in 
its manual of arms versus the tube-fed 
shotgun most are more familiar with.

The Krebs Custom Saiga-12 Tac-18 is 
fed via five-, eight-, 10-, and 12-round 
stick magazines, along with drum 
magazines with capacities as high as 30 
rounds. I was fortunate to utilize AGP 
stick magazines of different capacities 
combined with high-capacity drums 
from MD Arms and Alliance Armament. 
The drums represent performance en-
hancement in a big way.

The Saiga-12 has its own unique 
characteristics that need to be accepted 
for the most efficient use of the plat-
form. The Saiga-12 does not have a last 
round hold open feature, which com-
plicates reloads, especially if magazines 
are topped off to capacity. The size of 
the 12-gauge shells makes full-capacity 
magazines problematic to lock in place 
with the bolt forward.

Different methods can be employed, 
such as downloading magazines to 
make it easier to compress the maga-
zine’s spring. This is not preferred by 
many, considering the limited capacity 
of the stick magazines to begin with.

Magazine changes are definitely dif-
ferent in nature, even if you are already 
familiar with the AK “rocking” method 
via rifles. The girth and weight of the 
Saiga magazines take time to get used to 
when performing reloads under speed, 
and this is compounded by the need to 
keep the Saiga’s bolt held open to allow 
for the magazine insertion.

The Krebs Mk IV safety with bolt hold 
open notch proved a worthy addition to 
the Krebs Custom Saiga-12 Tac-18 in 
this regard.

AMMUNITION
In terms of combat or personal defense, 
shotguns primarily fire two types of 

shells—slugs or buckshot. There are 
various types of each. We will confine 
our discussion to 1-ounce Foster-type 
slugs. #00 buckshot is generally loaded 
with eight to nine .33-caliber pellets 
weighing 54 grains each. This ability to 
handle different styles of projectiles is 
at the root of the shotgun’s effectiveness 
and popularity. 

The Krebs Custom Tac-18 was tested 
with Wolf Ammunition and Federal 
Premium #00 buckshot 2 ¾” (9 #00 pel-
lets). The Federal Premium FliteControl 
buckshot load utilizes special wads for 
tighter buckshot patterns and thus lon-
ger effective range. Federal Premium, 
Winchester, and Wolf 1-ounce slugs 
were also tested with the Krebs-modi-
fied shotgun.

The recently introduced Winchester 
PDX 1 12-gauge loading that combines 
a 1-ounce slug and three #00 pellets was 
also tested. 

SHOOTING RESULTS
The Krebs Tac-18 cylinder bore barrel 
generated spreads of five to ten inches 
at ten yards with the tested buckshot 
loads. This indicates that a shotgun 
must be aimed to ensure accurate shot 
placement at close ranges. The buck-
shot spread increased to 12 to 22 inches 
at 25 yards, with the Federal Premium 

Krebs Custom Tac-18 was tested in winter conditions using AGP stick magazines 
and MD Arms and Alliance Armament 20-round drum magazines.
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load on the tighter side of the average.
Wolf Ammunition buckshot would 

not load into the MD Arms and Alliance 
Armament drum magazines due to its 
overall length. The drum magazines 
are for 2¾" shells and, though the Wolf 
Ammunition is listed as such, it did not 
fit. It had no issues with the AGP stick 
magazines.

Many would comment that past 30 
yards, one should resort to slugs. Test-
ing with the Krebs Saiga-12 Tac-18 com-
bined with Federal Premium FliteCon-
trol buckshot indicated otherwise. The 
combination was able to place the ma-
jority of its pellets on IPSC-style silhou-
ette targets out to 40 yards. Each pellet 
strikes with a force roughly equivalent 
to that of .380 ACP.

Slugs performed in the four-inch 
range at 50 yards in the Krebs Saiga-12, 
with the ghost ring sights proving their 
worth. Man-sized steel targets were hit 
regularly at 100 yards. A certain amount 
of satisfaction was derived when wit-
nessing the slugs rocking the target back 
on its base.

Nearly 400 rounds of various loads 
were fired in this T&E, including light 
birdshot. The only time reliability issues 
were encountered was when the maga-
zine was used as a vertical foregrip. 
Once the offhand was moved forward to 
the forend, reliability was restored.

At times I had difficulty getting the 
magazines inserted—user error, not 
equipment—but worth mentioning to 
emphasize training with a weapon plat-
form to ensure proficiency.

The Saiga-12 gas system has two set-
tings, meaning it can be adjusted to the 
ammunition type used. This system al-
lows for use of most any ammunition 
type, including low brass shells, and 
aids in recoil management by utilizing 
the restricted gas flow setting when fir-
ing full-power buckshot or slug loads. 
Low-recoil buckshot or slug loads, such 
as the Federal Premium selections test-
ed, need to be proofed for which set-
ting works best. The Krebs Tac-18 set-
ting was not moved during testing and 
worked with everything from low brass 
birdshot to slugs.

Disassembly for maintenance is 
simple and permits effective cleaning in 
minimal time. 

Range time consisted of the pattern-

ing described above, along with other 
exercises aimed at gaining a better ap-
preciation of how the Krebs Saiga-12 
shotgun handles and performs.

TTPs
One of the most crucial things to learn 
when choosing a shotgun for defense is 
how to keep it from running empty of 
ammunition.

Typical shotgun techniques must 
be avoided when deploying the Krebs 
Tac-18, which is best operated as a 
magazine-fed assault rifle. The drills 
involved moving between barricades 
engaging shoot and no-shoot targets. 
Another drill was based on engaging 
several shorter-range targets out to 30 
yards before having to engage a desig-
nated target placed 90 yards away. This 
necessitated a switch from buckshot to 
slug before engaging.

The Krebs Tac-18’s ghost ring sight 
comes into its own during this type of 

Krebs Custom Tac-18 features VLTOR 
collapsible stock with folding hinge for 
compact storage or transportation.

SHOTGUN WITH AN AK ATTITUDE

MD Arms and Alliance Armament 20-round drum magazines serve as performance 
enhancers to Krebs Custom Tac-18. Drum magazines were loaded with everything from 
low-brass shotshells such as blue-hulled Wolf in MD Arms drum to full-strength upland 
game shot from Federal in Alliance Armament drum. Buckshot and slugs were also 
tested, with feeding malfunctions experienced.

Alliance Armament 20-round drum seated 
in Krebs Tac-18 with first round about to be 
sent home. Krebs Custom Mk IV safety lever 
holds bolt open better, enabling drum to be 
inserted smoothly.
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work. The ghost ring gives nothing up 
in terms of CQB ranges. The front sight 
was as easy to place on target as a bead 
and ultimately proved better at accurate 
placement of fire.

Shooting clay targets is a great test for 
any shotgun, especially one to be used 
in a quick-reacting CQB setting. This 
also verifies reliability with ammuni-
tion with less recoil impulse than slugs 
or buckshot and helps get more rounds 
fired to verify operating soundness. Low 
brass Wolf Ammunition and Federal 
Premium #7.5 shot were used with no 
issue. The ghost ring sight caused no 
problem at all, with the rear sight “dis-
appearing” naturally as the eye focused 
on the flying clay target and front sight 
leading it.

The low brass shells were a welcome 
relief in terms of recoil. Yes, the Krebs 
Tac-18 is semi-automatic, but it still is 
a 12 gauge, and anyone telling you any 
different should be given the side eye.

Magazines for the Saiga-12 are be-
coming more available, with AGP Arms 
leading the way with six-, eight- and 
ten-round magazines.

DRUM MAGAZINES
Another way to feed the Krebs Tac-18 
is drum magazines. I was fortunate to 
access two of the better designs on the 
market in the form of the MD Arms and 
Alliance Armament 20-round drum 
magazines.

The Saiga-12 action is reportedly the 
fastest available, even surpassing the 
Benelli. Krebs Custom modifications, 
such as adding a pistol grip, allow this 
feature to be explored to its fullest, espe-
cially with drum-fed magazines.

I came to favor the drum maga-
zines over the stick magazines because 
I did not feel proficient at getting the 
stick magazine changes accomplished 
smoothly. More training time would 
surely increase my confidence and skill. 
Another nuance discovered with using 
the drum magazines is that hand place-
ment on the forend needs to be pushed 
forward slightly more than normal to 
get around the drum’s circumference.

A definite nuance with operating the 
Saiga-12 is magazine manipulation. You 
must make sure all magazines fit and 
function with your shotgun. 

The Krebs Tac-18 equipped with a 
drum magazine plus stick magazines 
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or another drum magazine residing in a 
slung pouch is a different beast entirely 
than an eight-round tube fed shotgun, 
especially in a personal defense or law 
enforcement environment. My time 
with the Krebs Custom Tac-18 con-
vinced me that the Saiga-12 is worthy 
of consideration as an alternative to the 
tube-fed shotgun.

The Krebs Custom portion of the 
Saiga-12 shotgun equation is a signifi-
cant upgrade over a standard Saiga-12 
shotgun as it arrives stateside. Base 
Saiga-12 shotguns cost in the $500 to 
600 range, with Krebs Custom work 
adding to this cost. But in my opinion 
it’s well worth it, to get the most out of 
the platform.
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I 
started storing food, fuel and water 
in 1981.

When I transferred into Fair-
banks, Alaska from the “bush,” one 
of my first stops was the grocery 

store. I was amazed to find the shelves 
were bare. There was a trucker strike, 
and no goods were being delivered. It 
was a real eye-opener.

Lots of folks these days are con-
cerned about “It.” “It” ranges from pow-
er outages to snowstorms to economic 
collapse, and serious people keep a 
wary eye on the Euro-zone.

To the “that can’t happen in America” 
crowd, one word: Katrina. New Orleans 
went from a mid-sized American city to 
a Third World country in 12 hours.

A lot of guys quickly focus on the 
cool stuff—what guns and ammo do I 
buy, and where can I get a Randall Con-
federate Bowie? I picture myself doing 
a Rambo off a cliff, into a fir tree, and 
then suturing my arm with a kit from 
my hollow-handled knife. There are 
three problems with that: I’m afraid of 
heights, don’t own such a knife, and 
can’t suture.

Zombies may be coming, but maybe 
we should start with something simpler 
and more likely—a disruption that im-
pacts us immediately but does not sig-
nal the collapse of western civilization. 
Long-term preparation is a good idea, 
but what most of us really need is some-
thing to get us through the first day.

EARTHQUAKE SCENARIO
My brother lives near Seattle, 11.5 miles 
from work. He leaves early, hits Star-
bucks, gets on a freeway, and arrives at 
the job a few minutes later. On a good 
day, 15 minutes from door to door. He 
does, though, live in earthquake land.

During the short trip to work, he 
crosses two bridges, goes under one 
overpass, and travels about a mile on 

an elevated section of the interstate. For 
the sake of this discussion, let’s say a 7.8 
quake hits at about 0800, two hours af-
ter he gets to work. His normal route to 
work will be impassable, so if he wants 
to get home, it’ll be on foot.

I went through a number of quakes 
in Alaska. Little ones are kind of inter-
esting—the room shakes, the lights 
sway, and some small stuff falls off 
shelves. Most Alaskans shrug them off 
and continue with what they were do-

ing. The Big One in 1964 put the entire 
state in a world of hurt for a year.

We’ve all seen what a Big One can 
do—Northridge and San Francisco in 
California and the big ones in Indone-
sia and Japan. Bridges collapse, streets 
crumble, fissures open in the ground. 
Power can be lost for days, natural gas 
is disrupted, water lines break. Anyone 
who didn’t prepare heads for the lo-
cal store and buys whatever chow and 
bottled water are on the shelves. Roads 
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are immediately clogged with cars that 
can’t go anywhere. Even if you are well-
prepared at home, how do you get there?

Most of the people I work with have 
a bug-out bag. The size and contents 
are dictated by how far and through 
what they may have to travel. I ship 
such a kit to wherever I’m teaching. 
In many cases, a simple shoulder bag 
and change of clothes in the trunk can 
equip you for the walk home. Which 
bag and what’s in it can be critical. Here 

are a few of my top picks and thoughts 
based on my experience.

TOP PICKS: CLOTHING
First, the clothes. What you put on 
needs to be loose, comfortable, incon-
spicuous and well broken in. A pair of 
quality tennis shoes is fine, as long as 
you don’t have to wade through piles 
of rubble—ripping your ankle open 
on exposed rebar or concrete will ruin 
your day. If you’ve ever had to walk 

miles in wet boots and socks, you know 
how much fun that is, so a quality pair 
of boots is a good bet, along with good, 
thick boot socks … and an extra pair of 
socks won’t hurt.

I’ve been wearing a pair of Mag-
num waterproof leather boots for the 
past two years. You heard me: water-
proof and leather. They’re treated with 
Fairy Dust (ion-mask™) that makes and 
keeps them waterproof. They are light, 
have solid traction soles, and come up 

Photo:  ©Nigelspiers | Dreamstime.com
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over the ankle, so they give firm ankle 
support and protection when walking 
through bad stuff. Get a pair of leather 
work gloves from the hardware or box 
store to protect your hands while scram-
bling over rubble.

I wear an underlayer from Black-
Hawk all the time. This wicks moisture 
away and keeps you warm or cool, de-
pending on the air temperature. It’s 
much better than cotton. When wet, 
cotton saps body heat at an incredible 
rate. Quality underlayer garments are 
available from lots of sources, including 
local ski/outdoor stores.

Depending on the climate you live 

in, a light raincoat might be a good idea. 
Steer clear of camouflage; any subdued 
green or brown jacket will draw less at-
tention. Consider packing lightweight 
rain pants to cover your jeans.

Despite years of effort, science hasn’t 
found a better fiber than wool. Wool can 
get wet and still provide heat and stop 
heat loss. Fleece is popular and cheaper, 
but isn’t quite as good (it’s better than 
nothing, though). Get a wool or wool-
blend shirt—they’re available at any out-
door store. I also keep wool watch caps, 
rather than fleece, for the same reason. 
Sixty percent of body heat is lost from 
the head, so a hat of some kind is essen-
tial. Stuff all this gear into a small duffel 
bag and leave it in the trunk of your car.

WATER
You can live a lifetime without a gun, 
weeks without food, but only a couple 

of days without water. How much wa-
ter depends on climate and exertion—if 
you’re humping, you’ll need more. For 
the walk I’m laying out, figure a mini-
mum of one liter.

America has clean drinking water 
available everywhere by turning a fau-
cet, yet we pay more per gallon for de-
signer bottled water than we pay for gas. 
Buy a high-quality Nalgene bottle from 
any online or local sporting goods store, 
fill it, and put it in the side pocket of the 
bag. Take it out every couple of months, 
dump it on the lawn, refill and re-stow it, 
and you’ll be in good shape. Don’t plan 
on stopping at the local convenience 
store when It happens—the bottles are 
flimsy and may not even be available.

KNIFE, MULTI-TOOL AND LIGHT
Some sort of knife and multi-tool 
should be included. I doubt you’ll have 

THE DAY AFTER YESTERDAY

Above: Food, water, and shelter for a day. Right: Ready to move: base layer, wool shirt, 
rain shell, hat, and gear bag.

TORNADO
Photo:  U.S. Army

64

Think of your personal 
situation: what kind of 

disasters is your area prone 
to? Earthquakes, tornados, 
hurricanes, floods, riots?FIRE

Photo:  U.S. Army
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to engage in hand-to-hand combat on 
this trip, so a small fixed blade or de-
cent folder will do. Most of us carry 
knives all the time for small chores, and 
the chores might multiply on the way 
home. I frequently use SOG and Ger-
ber Knives—they are affordable, good 
quality, and both have good customer 
support. I carry a SOG Aegis daily and 
have been really happy with it. A knife is 
considered the One Tool that we will all 
need when TSHTF.

A flashlight should be next, and pos-
sibly a headlamp. I carry a small Sure-
Fire E2 light in my briefcase everywhere 
I go (TSA once asked why, and I said 
I’m scared of the dark). We don’t know 
when It will hit, so being able to navigate 
in the dark is essential. Base models 
of high-intensity lights start at around 
$65, and a quality headlamp isn’t much 
more. The headlamp allows you to navi-
gate and crawl over/under/around ob-
stacles while using both hands. Don’t 
scrimp on a quality light. One with an 
LED head is less fragile than an incan-
descent bulb.

A guy in decent shape can walk four 
miles per hour over solid terrain or 
trails, so on a good day, our example 
scenario of 11.5 miles is a three-hour 
stroll. It ain’t a good day. Stress, rubble, 
blockages, other people and weather 
will make it at least twice as long.

FOOD
I get hungry on a six-hour hike, so a little 
chow would help. My bag has a can of 
cashews, a bag of jerky and some Power 
Bars. The bars provide carbs, the jerky 
protein and the cashews fat and pro-
tein. I’ve found that an hourly handful 
of nuts and a piece of jerky, followed by 
a swallow of water, can keep me going 
for hours. I keep the cashews sealed so 
they don’t turn rancid, and rotate the 
can every six months. Jerky lasts forever. 
I also have a small bag of dried fruit.

FIRST-AID KIT
You’ll need a small first-aid kit. It doesn’t 
have to be a trauma kit with QuikClot 
and tourniquets. Band-Aids, Moleskin, 
tweezers, Neosporin, aspirin, and any 
prescription meds you take are the only 
essential items. I throw in a small roll of 
duct tape to put on my heels to avoid 
blisters (every prepared person should 
have rolls of duct tape).
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Two more things go in the bag: a 
large garbage bag and a space blanket. 
A plan is just a list of things that isn’t 
gonna happen. I plan six hours, and 
it might take longer. The garbage bag 
makes a ground sheet to sit or lie on, 
and the space blanket keeps you warm 
when you stop. Find a tree to crawl un-
der and get some rest when you need to.

I once hunted Dall sheep with a 
maniac—no tent or sleeping bags. We 
walked until tired, then sat against a 
rock, a lit candle in our laps, wrapped 
in a space blanket. It’s not comfort-
able, but you can doze and get some 
rest when you need it. I wish I’d gotten 
a sheep for all that trouble.…

FIREPOWER
The last item. This depends mostly on 
where you live and work, local laws, 
rules, etc.

I carry a loaded pistol in my bag. 
Both of the bags listed below have a rear 
pocket that will fit a full-sized Colt 1911 
or Glock, with a holster and mag pouch 
that attaches to a Velcro lining. I think 
we all should buy and get training with a 
defensive handgun and always carry it.

Large-scale social unrest is unlikely 
in the scenario I am discussing here, but 
there may be a meatball or a pit bull that 
didn’t get the memo and might need to 
be convinced to find other prey.

THE BAG
All this gear can fit easily into a shoulder 
bag. I use both the Maxpedition Jumbo 
Versipack and Mongo Versipack. My 
Maxpedition computer bag had nine 
years and a million miles on it before 
the zippers and Velcro failed, so I really 
like and trust their gear.

The Mongo is big enough that I can 
stuff my rain shell into it along with the 
other stuff. If a small rucksack is more to 
your taste, Maxpedition makes several, 
as do most other makers of quality out-
door gear.

I shopped at a recent gun show and 
bought everything listed except the gun, 

light and first-aid kit for about $100. I 
had the gun and light, and the first-aid 
items were in the cupboard. Yard sales 
and flea markets are also good sources if 
you’re short on cash, and any stout bag 
or small ruck will work to carry this gear.

YMMV
When I say Your Mileage May Vary, I 
mean that literally. The scenario I’ve 
envisioned here is walking 11.5 miles 
to get home after an earthquake and 
through an urban setting. But that may 
not be what you’ll be doing in the face 
of an emergency. Think of your personal 
situation: what kind of disasters is your 
area prone to? Earthquakes, tornados, 
hurricanes, floods, riots (we haven’t 
seen large-scale riots in recent memory, 
but that’s no guarantee they won’t make 
a comeback)?

Left: Food, blanket, hat and work gloves 
fit in the main section; knife and light in 
the front; and water and multi-tool on 
the ends. Above: Maxpedition Mongo 
Versipack holds Colt 1911 and three 
mags in its rear pouch. Right: A fixed 
blade or folder, multi-tool and light 
should always be in your bag. 

FLOOD
Photo:  U.S. Army
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How long is your commute? Many 
people these days have commutes of an 
hour or more. How many miles is it and 
how long will it conceivably take you to 
hike it in unfavorable conditions? What 
kind of terrain will you have to tra-
verse? Strictly urban or a combination 
of city and rural? Does it include desert, 
mountains, forests, bodies of water? If 
you live in Arizona, maybe your go bag 
doesn’t need rain gear. An essential 
component of planning is analyzing 
your specific situation.

We should all start getting prepared 
for It. Take a rational look at what might 
happen and prepare accordingly. Your 
preparations will be determined by 
where and how you live, what you think 
is likely to happen, whom you have to 
care for, and your resources.

The important thing is to start getting 
prepared yesterday.
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S BLACKHAWK! PRODUCTS 
GROUP
Dept. S.W.A.T.
6160 Commander Pkwy
Norfolk, VA 23502
(757) 436-3101
www.blackhawk.com

GERBER GEAR
Dept. S.W.A.T.
14200 SW 72nd Avenue 
Portland, OR 97224
(800) 950-6161
www.gerbergear.com

MAGNUM USA
Dept. S.W.A.T.
4801 Stoddard Road
Modesto, CA 95356
(800) 521-1698
www.magnumboots.com

MAXPEDITION
Dept. S.W.A.T.
P.O. Box 5008
Palos Verde Peninsula, CA 90274
(310) 515-5950
www.maxpedition.com

SOG SPECIALTY KNIVES & 
TOOLS, INC.
Dept. S.W.A.T.
6521 212th Street Southwest
Lynnwood, WA 98036
(888) 405-6433
www.sogknives.com

SUREFIRE, LLC
Dept. S.W.A.T.
18300 Mount Baldy Circle
Fountain Valley, CA 92708
(800) 828-8809
www.surefire.com
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IT’S 
no secret that I’m a big 
fan of the XD/XDM line 
of pistols. When I was in 

law enforcement, I carried an XD on and 
off duty, and I trust my family’s safety to 
one. It’s the go-to handgun that rests on 
my nightstand and travels with me ev-
erywhere I go. When I heard that Spring-
field Armory’s custom shop would be 
doing an XDM in a target length model, I 
jumped at the chance to get one.

GOING ALL OUT
To say that Springfield Armory has out-
done themselves would be a big under-

statement. The XDM 5.25 is every-
thing that the XDM is and all 

that it can be in the hands 
of a custom smithy.

Springfield Armory’s 
Custom Shop has done 
work for me before, so I 
know what they can do 

with a stock pistol and 
some elbow grease. They 

worked with Rob Leatham 
on the XDM 5.25 and pushed 

the stock XDM 5.25 design into a 
new level of precision for the com-

petition shooter or those who just 
want the superior edge in a fight—and 
who doesn’t want that? The result is a 
handgun with improved accuracy, less-
ened recoil, faster shot recovery, and 
greater sight radius.

My XDM 5.25 is in 9mm, though 
Springfield now also offers it in .45 ACP 
and .40 S&W.

The XDM 5.25 offers a whole host of 
well-established XDM features like the 
striker status indicator, loaded cham-
ber indicator, ultra safety assurance 
trigger system, grip safety, contour 
frame, major grasp slide serrations, 

and the all-terrain mega-lock texture I 
call “human Velcro.” This texturing al-
lows you to lock the pistol down for fast 
recovery on target.

Other standard features in the XDM 
line are here as well, like the minimal re-
set trigger and minimal error disassem-
bly. This means you don’t have to pull 
the trigger when disassembling the pis-
tol. This is an obvious plus for those who 
might not be so adept at their safety pro-
cedures when disassembling a pistol.

The XDM 5.25 comes standard with 
a fiber-optic front sight and adjustable 
rear sight that is unique to a production 
gun like this. I have previously worked 
with production guns that have been 
retrofitted with adjustable sights, and 
they always look awkward because the 
sight sticks up above the gun. The XDM 
5.25, however, has a “melted” sight. The 
base of the sight has its adjustment screw 
machined down into the slide as if it has 
been melted into the slide. With wind-
age and elevation dials that offer a very 
positive detent click when dialed in with 
a small screwdriver, there is no guessing 
when you’ve entered a correction.

With the fiber optic insert in place, 
the front sight is blazing bright and your 
eyes are naturally drawn to it.

RANGE PREP
For testing, I used Black Hills 115-grain 
FMJ and, as expected, had a perfect 
shooting session without any malfunc-
tions. That was partly due to Black Hills’ 
attention to detail, but also due to the 
excellent engineering that has gone 
into the XDM 5.25. Even fully loaded 
XDM mags with 19 rounds of 9mm seat 
easily into the pistol and cycle cleanly 
every time.

It was evident in shooting fast ammo 
such as this 9mm at 1,150 fps that the 
lightening cut in the XDM 5.25 slide was 
causing the weapon to cycle quickly. 
I’m sure that with reduced-power com-
petition loads, this pistol will shoot like 
butter. I’m saying it just recoils very fast, 
not hard.

I’m not much for doing the chrono-
graph thing or putting up bullseye tar-
gets and shooting for groups. I am (well, 
was) a cop and a pragmatic one at that. 
I shoot fast and do so with both eyes 

Springfield Armory XDM 
5.25 Competition Series

Springfield Armory XDM 5.25 with 
SureFire X400 weaponlight.

By Abner Miranda
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Threading a round down the middle of a group of hostages was an 
easy task for author’s wife. Point and shoot ergonomics of XDM 5.25 
make tight shots under time and stress constraints possible.

Left: Fiber-optic front sight is adept at 
collecting light. Sight is still glowing 
brightly on this overcast day. 

Below: XD Tactical 5" 9mm and XDM 5.25 
barrels. The longer barrel, and ultimately 
the overall sight radius of the weapon, 
make it well suited for stable long shots.

open. To begin the evaluation, I painted 
a red dot on my steel PT-Hostage tar-
get’s swinger head the way I was trained 
to do at the Rogers Range, and went at it.

RANGE DRILLS
I started from 25 yards and found the 
pistol shooting a bit low, so I whipped 
out my handy-dandy Gun Tool from 
Real Avid and adjusted the rear sight. I 
won’t turn this into a plug for the Gun 
Tool, but if you haven’t seen one, you  
really should have a look at it. It is a 
multi-tool that is specific to gun people. 
I love mine and use it all the time.

As mentioned earlier, the XDM 5.25 
cycles very fast. It is equally fast to 
respond to a locked wrist when get-
ting back on target means the loss of a 
match—or a life. Considering how long 
the gun is, it really doesn’t feel the way 
it looks. I expected it to feel front heavy 
like my XD Tactical .45 does when I 
have the threaded barrel installed, but 
instead the XDM 5.25  is really light and 
balanced.

After getting it adjusted and sighted 
in, I started swinging the PT-Hostage 
target back and forth with one consis-
tent shot after another. Mind you, the 
swinger plate is only about six inches 
in diameter and I was hitting it from 25 
yards with little effort. I was kneeling 
behind a folding table and just resting 
my hands over the top of my range bag. 
When you’re plinking slowly like this, 
the 19-round mags remind you that you 
really have a lot of rounds inside this 
slim package.

After the precision shots, I hauled 
out my wife’s XD Tactical 9mm for an 
apples-to-apples comparison of these 
9mm long slides. What I found was that 
the XD and XDM had about the same 
trigger pull. I did this over and over and 
couldn’t really differentiate between 
the two.

Once I had it dialed in, the XDM 
5.25 was putting rounds exactly where 
I wanted them to go. During a weapons 
test, I like to paint a steel target com-
pletely white. When I say white, I mean 
thoroughly white, and devoid of any 
dots whatsoever. I then aim at the cen-
ter of the chest and slowly squeeze off a 
round. Wherever that round hits is now 
my point of aim. The XDM 5.25 put the 
bullet right where I was looking, and it 
did this with boring regularity.
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The XDM 5.25 is able to repeat hit 
after hit due to its Match-Grade Select 
Fit Barrel. Each barrel is hand selected 
to fit each individual pistol. It’s such an 
exact fit that when you cycle the gun by 
hand, you hear a soft metallic hissing as 
the melonite-coated components slide 
past each other with a smooth preci-
sion that speaks of patience and atten-
tion to detail. Springfield Armory states 
that this sort of precision work on the 
barrels will extend their life span and 
retain their accuracy far longer than is 
expected from an “out of the box” pistol. 
Only time will tell.

As you work with this pistol, you get a 
sense of everything working in concert. 
My friend and fellow writer/photogra-
pher Sean Utley says it feels as smooth 
as a sewing machine. That is an excel-
lent analogy for the XDM 5.25.

The gun feels the same whether you 
are violently racking rounds into it dur-
ing a competition or quietly riding the 
slide forward in the middle of the night 
when something sounds wrong down-
stairs. This gun always locks into battery 
with an exactness that is foreign to pro-
duction pistols.

CLASS TIME
Seldom do I get a chance to take a new 
gun to class with me, but the planets 
aligned this time around. My wife, Sha-
ron, and I recently attended Tactical 
Rifle 1 at Tactical Defense Institute in 
West Union, Ohio, and I took the XDM 
5.25 with me.

As much as I wanted to shoot this 
pistol at the class, I felt it would serve 
this article better for me to put it into 
the hands of my wife, who is a relatively 
novice shooter. She’s quite handy with a 
rifle but still has to work on her pistol-
craft. She already has an XD Tactical 5" 
in 9mm, so I felt she would at least be 
able to have a decent basis of experi-
ence for comparison with the XDM 5.25.

Because this was a rifle class, I knew 
there would be various transition drills 
where she would be totally absorbed by 
the rifle and only give the pistol a mo-
ment’s consideration as it cleared her 
holster on the way to the target. One 
thing about XD/ XDMs is that they shoot 
where you point them. One such drill 
proved this with amazing accuracy.

The drill began from about 120 yards 
out, where Sharon was required to hit 
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two steel plates on either side of a “no 
shoot” target. Next she had to make her 
way downrange to the seven-yard line 
while engaging multiple targets from 
various shooting emplacements and 
using different body positions to do so. 
Suffice it to say that by the end of this 
drill, you have been up and down many 
times and are pretty much spent.

It was hot, and Sharon was clearly 
winded when she got up to the seven-
yard line where she had to send a single 
bullet from her XDM 5.25 between four 
hostages into the kill zone of the hos-
tage taker. I was watching her intently, 

wondering how she’d do with this new 
gun. She ran right up to the line, yanked 
her XDM 5.25 from the holster and, with 
a motion I can almost refer to as “flip-
pant,” sent a hypersonic 9mm right 
through the hostage taker’s face without 
even grazing a hostage target.

With an overall length of 8.3 inches 
and a scant weight of 29 ounces, the 
pistol should feel unbalanced, yet it’s a 
pleasure to hold. The XDM 5.25 comes 
with the standard XDM gear: holster, 
mag pouch, loader, cleaning brush, and 
trigger lock, all in the very sturdy and at-
tractive XDM case.

Unlike its predecessors, however, the 
XDM 5.25 comes with three mags, not 
two. The mags are specific to the XDM 
line of pistols and can be differentiated 
from XD 9mm mags on sight alone, due 
to their distinct fluting. This is a big plus 
for guys like me who tend to chuck all 
their shooting gear into a bag when the 
day is done. It makes sorting out the 
gear later an easy task.

SUREFIRE X400
All in all, it’s been a great week with the 
XDM 5.25. It pains me to see it go back to 
Springfield Armory. On second thought, 
I’m keeping this baby!

With an accessory rail capable of se-
curing a number of lights, there’s no rea-
son not to make this superb pistol a self-
defense gun. When I decided to keep 
the XDM 5.25, I installed what is quite 
possibly the most impressive pistol light 
devised to date. The SureFire X400 com-
bines a brilliant white light with a bright 
red laser designator. A high-efficiency 
LED generates 170 lumens of brilliant 
white light focused by a Total Internal 
Reflection lens to produce a tight beam 
with good reach and significant sur-
round light for peripheral vision.

The LED has no filament to burn 
out or break and generates tactical-
level light for 2.4 hours per set of bat-
teries. The 5-milliwatt, 635-nanometer 
laser sight, located below the primary 
light, is nearly twice as bright and much 

XDM 5.25 has “melted” sight that is machined down into the slide 
rather than retrofitted on top. Forethought was given to the most 
crucial element of a competition pistol—ability to zero the sights 
to the given load.

XDM 5.25 comes with three 19-round mags. These 9mm mags are 
specific to XDM line of pistols and can be differentiated from XD 
9mm mags on sight alone due to their distinct body fluting.

Even though XDM 5.25 has a long grip, it is adjustable 
for thickness. Even the smallest proportioned shooters 
can enjoy this superb pistol.

SIZE XL XD
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more visible than the nearest competi-
tor. I have used this light at rifle classes 
where I was tasked with placing preci-
sion shots on target at 100 yards. The 
X400 delivered the light in spades.

Even though the XDM 5.25 is a cus-
tomized race gun, it has the ruggedness 
of the XDM line and there’s no reason 
not to make it a daily carry piece. With 
the addition of the SureFire X400, this 
weapon is ready to roll and fits neatly 
into the BladeTech holster that was 
made for my XD Tactical .45 caliber.

If you’ve been on the fence about get-
ting a custom-built gun, check out the 
new XDM 5.25. I’m certain it will turn 
you from a shopper into a buyer. At a 
suggested price of $795 for the Black 
model and $865 for the Bi-Tone, it’s a 
bargain for such a customized piece.
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REAL AVID
Dept. S.W.A.T.
10700 Hwy 55, Suite 150
Plymouth, MN 55441
(800) 286-0567
www.realavid.com

Real Avid Gun Tool is a firearms-specific 
multi-tool for handguns, shotguns and 
rifles. This one lives in author’s range 
bag and comes out often.
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By Eugene Nielsen

37mm smoothbore launch-
er is a multi-use platform 
with both civilian and law 

enforcement applications, and in fact is 
one of the most prevalent launchers in 
operation with law enforcement world-
wide. Capable of accepting a wide array 
of chemical, impact and smoke/signal 
munitions, it remains an effective tacti-
cal tool.

Although it supports all standard 
37mm (rimmed) munitions up to 5¾ 
inches, Spike’s Tactical Havoc 37mm 
smoothbore launcher is designed to 
be used with USCG-approved flares, 
smoke or gas rounds. It’s sold as a sig-
naling device. No FFL is required.

ATFSPEAK
The ATF has held that devices designed 
for expelling tear gas or pyrotechnic sig-
nals aren’t weapons and are exempt from 
the destructive device (DD) definition as 

defined in the Gun Control Act (GCA), 18 
U.S.C. Chapter 44, and the National Fire-
arms Act (NFA), 26 U.S.C. Chapter 53.

ATF has also held (ATF Ruling 95-3) 
that 37mm gas/flare guns possessed 
with “anti-personnel” ammunition are 
destructive devices as that term is used 
in 18 U.S.C. section 921(a)(4) and 26 
U.S.C. section 5845(f)(2). Anti-person-
nel ammunition includes cartridges 
containing wood pellets, rubber pellets 
or balls, or bean bags. ATF takes this 
very seriously.

Before you make or buy any anti-
personnel rounds for your launcher, 
you must register it as a DD. This applies 
to law enforcement and corrections use 
also. Flares, smoke and gas are permis-
sible with an unregistered launcher, but 
of course, check your local laws. Spike’s 
Tactical includes a printed insert cover-
ing federal regulations with every Hav-
oc launcher.

SPIKE’S HAVOC
Spike’s Tactical 9" Side-Loading Havoc 
is an exceptionally compact single-shot 
37mm launcher. It’s designed to be at-
tached to a MIL-STD-1913 (Picatinny) 
rail, either as an under-barrel launcher 
or as a standalone system in conjunc-
tion with Spike’s Tactical Kaos Stock 
System. It’s short enough to fit on a sev-
en-inch carbine rail.

Taking the Havoc out of its box, I was 
immediately impressed with the high 
quality of its construction and work-
manship. Materials, fit and finish on 
the Havoc are absolutely top notch. The 
Spike’s Tactical name has become syn-
onymous with quality.

The Havoc features a one-piece 
launcher tube and handgrip. Designed 
for heavy-duty use, it features a straight-
forward rugged design. It’s CNC ma-
chined from solid billet 6061 T6 and 
7075 T6 aircraft-grade aluminum. It has 

Spike’s Tactical 
37mm Launcher
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a durable MIL-SPEC-A-8625F Type III 
hard-coat anodized matte-black finish. 
Additional components are made from 
1018 cold-rolled steel and plated with a 
milspec black oxide finish.

To install the Havoc, simply slide the 
launcher onto the bottom rail of a Pica-
tinny handguard or Kaos Stock System 
and tighten two set screws. The Havoc 
mount is rock solid.

KAOS STOCK SYSTEMS
Two Kaos Stock Systems are available 
for the 9” Havoc. You have the choice of 
either a standard collapsible M4 stock 
or an AGP Arms AR Side-Folding Stock. 
The M4 stock model uses a standard 
milspec buffer tube and will accept 
most aftermarket AR stocks.

Both systems come with a standard 
A2 pistol grip, but you can install any 
AR pistol grip you choose. The Kaos has 
multiple sling attachment points, in-

cluding a QD sling swivel socket on the 
left side of the frame.

I was provided with the Kaos Side-
Folding Stock System. Coupled with 
the 9" Havoc, it makes an exceptionally 
compact, easy-to-handle standalone 
launcher system. The Havoc can be op-
erated with the stock closed.

The AGP folding stock is made of 
ultra-strong glass-filled nylon with a 
½-inch rubber butt pad. The mount is 
CNC machined from billet aluminum 
and has a milspec Type III hard-coat 
anodized matte-black finish. The stock 
is attached to the mount with three 
Grade 8 hex screws. It has an easy-to-
use push-button lock mechanism with 
solid lock-up. The AGP stock is ½ pound 
lighter than an M4 stock.

SIGHTS
The Kaos Stock Systems have a full-
length Picatinny rail for the mounting of 

iron sights or optics. The rail is 11 inches 
long and has 22 slots. It doesn’t come 
with sights. You can put on whatever you 
want. I utilized an L-3 EOTech EXPS3 
Holographic Weapon Sight (HWS) 
for my evaluation. As with all EOTech 
sights, the EXPS3 is a superb optic.

Lewis Machine and Tool (LMT) 
makes rail-mount 40mm sights that 
will work for some 37mm munitions, 
such as long-range chemical muni-
tions (CS, smoke, etc.). For baton and 
impact rounds in a registered launcher, 
a red dot sight like the EOTech or even 
a day visible laser is preferred. With 
point munitions, you won’t be engag-
ing targets past 25 meters, so trajec-
tory doesn’t play as great a role as when 
popping CS out to 200+ meters.

Whatever sights or optics you 
choose, range/trajectory determina-
tions will need to be made for the spe-
cific 37mm munitions you wish to em-
ploy. The launcher should be sighted in 
for the particular load being used.

SLING
As is so often said, a sling is to a shoulder 
weapon as a holster is to a handgun—
that is to say, essential. A single-point 
sling is the optimal sling for the Havoc/
Kaos standalone launcher system. I 
installed a Specter Gear MOUT Gen II 
sling and Command Arms Accessories 
(CAA) PBSS Quick Release Sling Swivel.

The MOUT sling is an excellent 
single-point sling. Designed for CQB, 
it allows for easy weapon transition. It 
features a side-release buckle assembly 
that enhances versatility and safety.

The male portion of the side-release 

Spike’s Tactical 9” Havoc 
mounts to 7” or longer carbine 
rail system. Havoc is shown 
mounted on Spike’s Tactical 
SL15 rifle. 
Photo: Earl Boone, Spike’s Tactical.
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buckle on the MOUT stays attached to 
the weapon and the female portion at-
tached to the sling. Optional spare male 
connectors allow one sling to be em-
ployed on multiple weapons.

A sling is only as good as its attach-
ment point. The PBSS is a heavy-duty, 
all-steel MIL-STD sling swivel. It has a 
1 5/8” loop to fit virtually any sling. The 
loop is heavier gauge than standard 
sling swivels. The PBSS also has a larger 
push-button for easier operation with 
gloved hands.

OPERATION
The 9" Havoc is a side-swivel loading 
design with a cylindrical push-button 

RAISING HAVOC

Above: Surplus military 26.5mm signal 
flares, smoke and illumination rounds, 
such as these Czech military flares, cost 
less than commercial 37mm munitions 
and can be fired from the Havoc using an 
adapter. Photo: Ammunition To Go.

Left: ST 9” Havoc and Kaos Side-Folding 
Stock make an exceptionally compact 
standalone launcher system.

ST 9” Side-Loading Havoc Launcher and Kaos Side-Folding Stock 
System equipped with L-3 EOTech EXPS3, Specter Gear MOUT sling, 
and CAA PBSS sling swivel, along with Pace XD 37mm round.
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breach lock. According to Spike’s Tacti-
cal, its proprietary lock design is three 
times stronger than existing lever lock 
systems.

To load the 9" Havoc, press the 
breech lock button, open the launcher, 
slide the tube forward, and then swivel 
the tube breach out to the left. The side-
swivel loading breach of the 9“ Havoc 
allows quicker loading/reloading. 

I am right handed and like the tube 
swinging to the left side. Lefties might 
prefer the rear-loading design of the 
12" Havoc. The M320 grenade launch-
er, which is replacing the U.S. Army’s 
M203, also opens to the left side.

The M320 is double action. The M203 
and Havoc are single-action. Unlike the 
M203, the Havoc doesn’t cock on cy-
cling the breech. You manually cock the 
Havoc by retracting the cocking handle 
on the right side of the launcher.

The Havoc is equipped with a rotary 
safety that’s located just above the trig-
ger guard, below the cocking handle. The 
Havoc has a crisp breaking trigger. Pull 
weight is approximately three pounds.

The Havoc doesn’t have an extractor. 
There isn’t any need for one. Simply el-
evate the muzzle, open the breech, and 
the casing drops free. If you do have to 
grasp a round for any reason, there’s a 
thumb cutout on the underside of the 
breach.

AMMO
Commercial 37mm ammo isn’t inex-
pensive. Spike’s Tactical makes adapters 
for the Havoc that allow you to shoot less 
expensive 26.5mm and 12-gauge flares. 
The adapters are CNC machined out of 
6061 T6 aluminum and hard anodized. 
Per ATF regulations, the 12-gauge flare 
adapter is designed to fire only flares.

Ammunition To Go is a good source 
for 26.5mm flares. It has some of the 
best prices I’ve seen on Czech military 
surplus 26.5mm flare, smoke and illu-
mination rounds. Virtually any marine 
supply store stocks 12-gauge flares.

Loading your own 37mm ammo will 
save you a lot of money, but you do need 
to know what you’re doing. Stay safe. 
Stay legal.

I highly recommend that you pur-
chase Grog’s 37mm and 40mm Basic 
and Advanced Reloading Guide and 
Informational CD by ordnance expert 
and retired Pennsylvania State Police 
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Trooper George Confer (aka “Grog”) of 
3LC Productions. Although both guides 
can be purchased separately, I recom-
mend that you purchase both.

Grog’s guides contain a wealth of 
information. They’re a must for every 
launcher owner. George also offers pro-
jectile molds, 40mm snap caps and mu-
seum-quality replica 40mm munitions. 
And he hosts Grog’s 26.5mm 37mm and 
40mm Discussion Forum, which has 
many experts in the field as members.

PACE LAUNCHER CASINGS
I also highly recommend the 37mm 

screw-apart smokeless powder casings 
designed by Scot Pace at Pace Launch-
er Casings LLC. You won’t find better 
casings anywhere. They’re unbeatable 
for reloading.

Pace casings are CNC machined 
from 6061 T651 aluminum and hard 
anodized. They feature a removable 
base for versatility and ease of reload-
ing. The 37mm bases are available in 
two editions: the 9mm edition (uses 
9mm blanks) and the XD High Perfor-
mance edition.

The XD High Performance system 
provides unmatched performance. It 

utilizes standard large pistol primers 
and employs the High-Low System. The 
high-pressure chamber is machined 
into the base housing. The base has a 
stainless steel primer pocket and re-
movable vent plug to load smokeless 
powder, and a vent plug wad.

Designed with the reloader in mind, 
the XD system will provide a lifetime of 

SPIKE’S TACTICAL LLC
Dept. S.W.A.T.
2593 Clark Street #103
Apopka, FL 32703
(407) 928-2666
www.spikestactical.com

AMMUNITION TO GO
Dept. S.W.A.T.
6360 FM 50
Brenham, TX 77833 
(979) 277-9676
www.ammunitiontogo.com

COMMAND ARMS ACCESSORIES
Dept. S.W.A.T.
911 William Leigh Drive
Tullytown, PA 19007
(866) 611-9576
www.commandarms.com

DEFENSE TECHNOLOGY
Dept. S.W.A.T.
1855 South Loop
Casper, WY 82601
(877) 248-3835
www.defense-technology.com

L-3 EOTECH
Dept. S.W.A.T.
1201 East Ellsworth
Ann Arbor, MI 48108
(734) 741-8868
www.eotech-inc.com

LEWIS MACHINE & TOOL COMPANY
Dept. S.W.A.T.
1305 11th Street West
Milan, IL 61624
(309) 787-7151
www.lewismachine.net

PACE LAUNCHER CASINGS LLC
Dept. S.W.A.T.
3816 West Sligh Avenue
Tampa, FL 33641
www.reloadableshells.com

SPECTER GEAR
Dept. S.W.A.T.
1107 East Douglas Avenue
Visalia, CA 93292
(559) 635-1172
www.spectergear.com

3LC PRODUCTIONS
Dept. S.W.A.T.
212 Kelly Road
Canton, PA 17724
www.freewebs.com/grog/products.htm
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RAISING HAVOC

Pace XD High Performance smokeless cas-
ings feature screw-apart design and utilize 
High-Low System. Author considers them 
unbeatable for reloading.

26.5mm and 12-gauge flare adapters are 
available from Spike’s Tactical. They in-
crease the versatility of the Havoc and will 
quickly pay for themselves.

Havoc supports all standard 37mm munitions up to 5¾”, including this Defense 
Technology 37mm Practice Muzzle Blast Round.
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use. Several law enforcement agencies 
are currently employing the XD system 
to cut down on training costs. The XD 
system is available in 37mm and 40mm, 
with 37mm Rimless (Sage and ARWEN) 
in the works.

Pace casings are available exclusive-
ly online—see the sources for this ar-
ticle. In addition to casings, Pace offers 
a full range of reloading accessories, in-
cluding burst disks, pushers, wads, and 
projectiles.

Many 37mm munitions employ 
black powder as the propellant. As we 
all know, black powder is corrosive. It 
contains sulfur, which combines with 
moisture in the air to form sulfuric 
acid. Launchers should be thoroughly 
cleaned after every shooting session.

TESTING
The Havoc functioned flawlessly in my 
testing, which was conducted in accor-
dance with all applicable laws. Assorted 
permissible 37mm munitions were em-
ployed, including Defense Technology© 
and Pace XD casings. Although I didn’t 
test any 37/40mm (stepped rim) mu-
nitions, they will work in any launcher 
that accepts standard 37mm rounds.

If you’re looking for a rugged, reli-
able and versatile ultra-compact 37mm 
launcher, look no further than the 
Spike’s Tactical 9" Side-Loading Hav-
oc. The Havoc and Kaos Side-Folding 
Stock System are an ideal combination. 
Spike’s Tactical products come with a 
lifetime warranty.

IS ON FACEBOOK

Click “Like” to follow our
updatesand discussions at:

www.facebook.com/swatmag

MAGAZINE

Grog’s 37mm and 40mm Basic and 
Advanced Reloading Guide and Informa-
tional CD provide everything you need to 
know to load your own 37mm ammo and 
much more. They include info that 
registered launcher users and law 
enforcement agencies can use to reload 
their own less lethal ammo, to cut down 
on training costs. 
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IN 
Vietnam, the bugs are big. 
Centipedes, spiders and other 
insect vermin can reach the 
size of small rats—and the rats 
look like domestic cats.

While in Hue–Phu Bai, my 
battalion moved into hard-

backed tents and set up camp. I was the 
rifle company’s exec and reported to 
my rudimentary office early one steam-

ing morning. I had left my jungle util-
ity shirt hanging from a nail overnight. 
When I slipped it on, I felt a hard lump 
on my left shoulder. I grabbed it and was 
rewarded with a sharp sting.

Post haste, the shirt came off and I 
shook it vigorously. Out fell an upset 
black scorpion still snapping his barbed 
tail around looking for another target. A 
size 12 boot ended any further hostili-

ties, and I went to sick bay.
Scorpions are widespread through-

out the world and consist of 1,400 spe-
cies and sub species, but only 25 inject 
venom dangerous to humans. However, 
convinced that I was in trouble, I im-
plored the chief Navy Corpsman to save 
my life. If I had to die while on duty, I 
wanted it to be in combat and not from 
a cobra, tiger or especially insect bite.

When I anxiously described to the 
chief what happened, about all the 
sympathy I could elicit from him were a 
yawn and a couple of aspirin. He didn’t 
even tell me to call him in the morning.

Well, I am still here and the bite was 
soon forgotten. I was either pumped up 
with enough prophylactic drugs or it 
simply wasn’t one of the more poison-
ous scorpions.

THE 26th DEADLY SCORPION
As mentioned, there are only 25 species 
of scorpions lethal to humans. Make 
that 26 now, with the arrival of the SIG 
Sauer Scorpion.

Aptly named after the prehistoric 
eight-legged predatory insect with 

COMPACT STINGER
SIG Sauer 1911 Scorpion By Bob Pilgrim

Right side of SIG Sauer Scorpion (above) 
and left side (opposite). Black controls 
are set off by SIG’s protective Desert Tan 
Cerakote finish and Hogue’s innovative 
Magwell grips with Piranha texture.
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claws, pincers and a flexible stinger-
armed tail, SIG Sauer’s new 1911 Scor-
pion R (Rail) pistol harbors eight plus 
one stored kills that are far more lethal 
to humans than the neurotoxin venom 
of 25 of the arthropod species.

This quite handsome Commander 
Style or Carry pistol arrived well lubri-
cated and fouled internally, indicating 
that it had been proof fired and possibly 
broken in.

In my experience, 1911s run best 
when wet, and in the past a side indus-
try grew up around keeping the match 
versions running with all kinds of witch-
es’ brews. During my competition days, 
the USMC Weapons Training Battalion 
came up with a 1911 pistol concoction 
called “Snail Snot.” Apparently, the 
Scorpion is no exception to this idiosyn-
crasy, and Milcom TW 25 is provided in 
the Scorpion’s kit.

Also included are a lockable plastic 
hard case, two eight-round stainless 
steel magazines with witness holes and 
polymer base pads, lubrication tube, 
cable lock, and manual.

UNUSUAL TRIGGER AND GRIPS
The pistol’s flat competition-style trig-
ger immediately grabs one’s attention. 
Unique for a production pistol, it shares 
it with the SIG Sauer 1911 “Extreme.”

SIG Sauer has fitted the Scorpion 
with Hogue’s innovative Magwell Grip 
Set. The design combines stock plates 
with an integrated enlarged mag well 
that promotes rapid magazine changes 
and a separate matching mainspring 
housing. Manufactured from G10, the 
Magwell Grips provide strength, light 
weight and feature Hogue’s Piranha 

texture for excellent retention. The 
stocks really augment the special 
look of this firearm. The stainless 
steel construction is finished with SIG 
Sauer’s protective Desert Tan Cerakote 
finish. These eye-pleasing features give 
the Scorpion a ready for duty but very 
attractive appearance.

CUSTOM FEATURES GALORE
Ignition is accomplished by a skeleton-
ized Commander-style hammer that 
slaps the slide’s floating firing pin. The 
Scorpion is crowned with dovetailed, 
Novak-type three dot sights with Tri-
tium inserts. The large external extrac-
tor is finished in contrasting black. The 
Scorpion’s ejection port is lowered, but 
not flared.

It looks like the extractor can be re-
moved via the firing pin stop, but that is 
not the case. An extractor pin is located 
topside on the slide and SIG Sauer ad-
vises that an armorer should remove it. 
A new extractor will either require a trip 
to the factory or a visit to a SIG Sauer 
trained armorer. The lack of a clearance 
cut appears to have no effect on Scorpi-
on reliability, as functioning was 100%.

Overlapping the slide’s rear and ex-
tractor are deep and wide cocking ser-
rations that are tepidly duplicated at the 
slide’s muzzle end. These serrations and 
the slide’s finish offer positive gripping 
surfaces. The dorsal side of the slide is 
slightly radiused and provides the shoot-
er with an uncluttered aiming surface.

The barrel bushing is snug but can 
be removed by hand, though a bushing 
wrench makes the job much easier. In-
ternally, the slide’s bolt face is polished 
smooth and there are no tool marks in 
evidence.

TIGHT LOCKUP
The throated four-inch barrel is ac-
quired from an unidentified outside 
source and has standard 1:16 rifling 
with a left-hand twist. The linked barrel 
is ever so slightly enlarged at the muzzle 
to produce a tighter lockup between 
bushing and barrel. When the Scorpion 
is in battery, there is zero play between 
barrel and slide.

The Scorpion’s beavertail grip safety, 
slide lock, magazine release and en-
larged ambidextrous thumb safeties are 
finished in contrasting black. The man-
ually operated safeties are not quite the 

Everyone who encountered the Scorpion 
mentally checked their bank accounts to determine 

if they could find the bucks to buy it.

www.SWATMAG.com | JUNE 2012 81

http://www.SWATMAG.com


AMMUNITION VELOCITY GROUP SIZE

Buffalo Bore 185-gr. JHP 1,117 fps 1.73"

CorBon DPX 160-gr. HP 1,112 fps 2.49"

Double Tap 230-gr. JHP 879 fps 1.27"

Federal 230-gr. HST 863 fps 1.24"

Hornady 185-gr. FTX 963 fps 1.93"

Remington 230-gr. GDHP 798 fps 1.75"

Wilson 200-gr. XTP 985 fps 1.96"

Winchester Ranger 230-gr. HP 860 fps 4.47"

Five-round groups obtained from HySkore handheld rest at 25 yards. Average 
five-round velocities obtained with Pro Chrono chronograph, fired ten feet from 
the muzzle. Temperature 60 degrees.

» PERFORMANCE 
 1911 SCORPION R  

 MANUFACTURER SIG Sauer

 MODEL Scorpion R

 ACTION Recoil operated, semiautomatic

 CALIBER .45 ACP

 CAPACITY 8+1

 OVERALL LENGTH 8.7 inches

 OVERALL HEIGHT 5.5 inches

 OVERALL WIDTH 1.4 inches

 BARREL LENGTH 4.31 inches

 SIGHTS Low-profile night sights

 WEIGHT (unloaded) 41.6 ounces

 FINISH Desert Tan Cerakote

 STOCKS Hogue Magwell Grip Set with integral  
  enlarged mag well and matching  
  mainspring housing in Piranha texture.

 SUGGESTED RETAIL PRICE $1,128.00

» SPECIFICATIONS 
 1911 SCORPION R  

size of competition “gas pedal” controls, 
but strike a balance between the origi-
nal GI lever and the paddle-like parts 
that adorn most action pistol match 
guns today. The magazine release is ex-
tended enough to enable its actuation 
without shifting one’s firing grip.

The flat aluminum trigger is of me-
dium length and adjustable for over-
travel. The trigger guard is conventional 
1911 and not hooked for the support 
hand index finger to grab or oversized 
for gloved hands. While not deeply un-
dercut, the trigger guard runs into very 
nicely machine-executed 25 LPI check-
ering on the front strap—an effective 

compromise between the traditional 20 
to 30 LPI found on many pistols. For my 
hand, the surface cuts and points feel 
just right, help create a non-slip grip and 
mate perfectly with the Hogue panels.

Torx screws hold the stocks in place, 
but like older SIG Sauer pistols, whose 
slotted screws loosened up after burn-
ing up a box of ammo, the newer an-
chors also needed tightening at the 
conclusion of accuracy and velocity 
tests. Treat them with clear nail polish 
or check them frequently.

The factory eight-round stainless 
steel magazines popped free without 
hesitation, as did GI magazines.

INSIGHT TECHNOLOGY ACCESSORY
The Scorpion has a prominent under-
barrel Picatinny accessory rail for at-

COMPACT STINGER

Above: Federal agent shoots Scorpion rapid fire. Note spent brass and 
moderate muzzle rise. Left: Scorpion features Tritium sights, Commander-
style hammer, raised beavertail grip safety, and Hogue mainspring housing.
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taching light and laser devices. While an 
almost mandatory feature these days, its 
presence will cause the owner to search 
for newer 1911 holsters designed to ac-
commodate this receiver alteration.

To ascertain fit and function, I at-
tached Insight Technology’s excellent 
and timeless M3X Tactical Illuminator 
to the Scorpion. It snuggled up to its 
trigger guard and locked in like it was 
part of the gun’s ensemble. Its on/off 
toggle switch can be actuated with the 
index finger or support-hand thumb.

MATCH-GRADE PERFORMANCE
Eight different brands of quality am-
munition with weights ranging from 
160 to 230 grains were involved in the 
evaluation of the Scorpion. Highest 
individual velocity of 1,134 feet-per-
second (fps) was attained with CorBon 
DPX 160-grain hollow point fodder, 
and the tightest group of 1.24 inch was 
achieved with Federal 230-grain HST 
when fired handheld off a HySkore pis-
tol rest at 25 yards.

Aggressive texture of Hogue Piranha grips with integral 
enlarged matching mag well and mainspring.

Scorpion fieldstripped. Flat trigger and Hogue Piranha grips are visible.

Continued on page 88 
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Y ears of shrinking budgets and 
shortfalls have led to greater 
and greater cuts for the train-

ing budgets of many law enforcement 
agencies. Some agencies deal with 
these cuts by sitting back and doing 
less. Others develop ways to remain 
proactive and develop training oppor-
tunities. The purpose of this article is to 
share one such means that my agency 
has pursued, and explain what worked 
and didn’t work for us. Hopefully it will 
inspire other agencies to come up with 
their own ideas.

DEFENSE LOGISTICS AGENCY
Recently, my agency has utilized the 
Defense Logistics Agency (DLA) Dispo-

sition Services to request and be issued 
various items such as MSA headsets, 
tool kits, protective eyewear and optics. 
Formerly referred to as the DRMO and 
DRMS, agencies have worked through 
their State Coordinators to request 
used government equipment through 
this Federal Agency. The acquisition of 
this equipment is just one of a number 
of ways my agency has been able to ob-
tain items we never would have had an 
opportunity to use otherwise, and max-
imize a shrinking training budget. The 
program available to law enforcement 
is through LESO, or Law Enforcement 
Support Office, and called the 1033 pro-
gram. States each have a coordinator 
who works with this system with vary-

MAKING GOVERNMENT 
WORK FOR YOU

Rimfire Training Via DLA

• 
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By Chad Halvorson

Two- to three-inch groups are common at 
50 yards with M261 conversion as shown 
by this Zero target.

USGI M261 conversion replaces original BCG and is easy to install. This type of 
conversion allows officers to use their own rifles at a lesser cost than guns that 
have dedicated uppers. Aimpoint M4 was also obtained through 1033/LESO.
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ing requirements at each.
The M261 conversion kits we re-

ceived through the DLA/DRMS system 
are a replacement bolt system that re-
places the bolt carrier group (BCG) and 
allows the use of less expensive .22 LR 
ammunition. The kit cycles by blowback 
instead of gas and is similar to the more 
commonly known Ciener design that is 
also still commercially available. One 
can search for them through the DLA 
system, which may take awhile, or seek 
units for sale on the surplus market or 
commercial copies.

TRAINING WITH .22s
Some say that training with .22s helps 
develop bad habits due to different re-
coil characteristics, and that only full-
powered .223/5.56 rounds should be 
used for LE training. My experience is 
that, in order to adapt to slashed bud-
gets, many fundamentals and skill sets 
can be taught using .22s, and officers 
can still use their .223/5.56 ammunition 
for a smaller portion of their training.

The lower recoil .22s aid shooting on 
the move techniques, reduce flinching, 
and encourage correct and more stable 
shooting positions with persons of both 
small and large statures. The muzzle 
blast of the 5.56 may not be much behind 
the gun, but it can impact the shooter to 
the side, causing a distraction to him.

The M261 uses a ten-round maga-
zine that inserts into either a 20- or 
30-round aluminum USGI magazine 
and is held in place by tension of the 
magazine spring. I installed mine in 
training magazines or ones that I retired 
from active use. (I refuse to do hammer 
therapy on my magazines, as I can al-
ways find a training purpose for them.)

One disadvantage common to most 
.22 conversions is the lack of a follower 
that engages the bolt catch when the 
magazine is empty. As a trainer, I made 
sure the course of fire gave the shooter 
plenty of opportunities to work on their 
tactical reload skills. By forcing the 
shooter to do tactical reloads more of-
ten, the odds are greater that in a real 
shooting, they will remember to do this 
when they have an opportunity.

BDM MAGAZINES
Black Dog Machine LLC (BDM) makes 
synthetic magazines for a number of 
different .22 conversions. They were on 
sale for $20 each on their website. I in-
quired about LE pricing and, after being 
given a very attractive quote, I was able 
to order double what I had intended. 
The magazines have a stated 25-round 
capacity, and I felt these might also 
withstand the ground impact better 
when ejected from the mag well. The 
USGI inserts tend to fly out when the 

spring compresses during landing.
I was very impressed with the size 

and heft of the BDM magazines. They 
are made with a removable follower 
and spring, and the body is two halves 
that are screwed together. I was some-
times only able to load between 22 and 
25 rounds before the tension was like 
loading the last round in a Glock maga-
zine. Over the course of my personal 
testing, this became easier, especially 
if I slid the cartridge back instead of 
stacking them on top of each other so 
the rims did not catch.

Before I set up a program for kits to 

This 25-yard target is the result of a 200-round drill session involving turns and shooting 
on the move from 25 yards. All shots stayed on the 8½” x 11” target. Accuracy is more 
than acceptable for LE training purposes. Above right: M261 uses ten-round magazine that 
inserts in USGI magazine and is then held in place by the feed lips and mag spring tension.

Magazines made by Black Dog Machine 
LLC hold up to 25 rounds and allow more 
flexibility in running drills. Reliability test-
ing with different brands is important, as 
author experienced frequent malfunctions 
with Remington bullet profiles.
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be used by officers, I established three 
areas I wanted to test. I looked at reli-
ability, accuracy and for any variances 
that would interact negatively to estab-
lished fundamentals.

RELIABILITY
Reliability can be tricky with .22s, as 
they can be finicky to feed. Bullet pro-
files and differing quality controls can 
make accuracy and reliability with 
some .22s a challenge. A gun cham-
bered in .22 LR may be reliable with one 
.22 load, while another model may not 
be so. Two identical models chambered 
in .22 LR may not shoot to the same ac-
curacy levels, and different lots will add 
another variable to everything.

I fired about 2,500 rounds through 
varying weather conditions over the 
course of five months. My method was 
informal and not scientific, but I took 
note of any trends that in my line of 
work would be known as a clue and 
paid attention.

I found (no surprise) that the conver-
sions needed to be well oiled just like 
the .223/5.56 BCGs. This is more impor-
tant with the .22 than the 5.56, since the 
.22 is more prone to malfunctions. I had 
previously noted the wear points on the 
kits and made sure I kept those areas 
well lubed.

There are still many agencies that 
only use basic lubes and/or outdated 
methods, so I used both WD-40 and 
some DRMO CLP that I had been is-
sued some years ago. It functioned, but 

they needed to be reapplied after 200 to 
300 rounds. For many officers, this will 
likely not even be a day’s training, but 
trainers need to be aware of it.

Twenty-twos also inherently made 
the gun very, very dirty. I finally broke 
down and cleaned my patrol rifle when 
I began to experience trigger pull is-
sues near the end of the evaluation. The 
Cleaning portion of the CLP seemed to 
turn the residue into a thick mud. With 
these kits in the future, I plan to use 
lubes that only lubricate, and leave the 
cleaning to other solvents.

Another issue I noted was that mal-
functions do happen. Regular mainte-
nance is a must to make sure screws are 
tight and the wire cartridge guide is in 
place and not binding, as well as clean-
ing the bolt face.

Ammunition selection is also impor-
tant. I regularly experienced failures to 
extract and feed with Remington bulk 
ammunition, especially with the BDM 
magazines. One result of this is that a 
shooter gets a lot of repetitions with 

transitions to their sidearm. I noticed 
a lot of failures to fire with firing pin in-
dentations with bulk ammunition. With 
today’s quality controls, this was disap-
pointing but not surprising.

I had the most difficulty with Rem-
ington brand bullet profiles, both HP 
and Solids. My best overall reliabil-
ity was with Chi’s Mini Mags, which are 
more expensive. Winchester 40-grain 
Solids, CCI Blazer and Federal 36-grain 
HPs and 40-grain solids performed ac-
ceptably for training purposes, with a 
minimum of failures to feed or fire.

I also informally checked to see if I 
would have problems with my gas tube 
plugging by seeing if .223 ammunition 
would malfunction in it. I didn’t expe-
rience any during my evaluation, but 
feel that a trainer should still have his 
officers end a training day by verifying 
their weapons function with .223/5.56 
ammunition by re-zeroing and/or do-
ing a qualification or drill the trainer 
feels is appropriate. It is a benefit to ex-
perience the feel of duty loads again at 
the end of the day.

ACCURACY
Accuracy does suffer slightly with the 
use of these types of kits. A .22 diameter 
bullet needs to jump through the barrel 
insert and engage .224-diameter rifling. 
One will not experience exceptional 
groups with these but will see two- to 
three-inch groups at 50 yards. This is 
wholly acceptable for what one is trying 
to accomplish in training. During one 
evening’s drill session, from 25 yards 
I fired 200 rounds that were contained 
on an 8½” x 11” piece of paper, with the 
majority of rounds making a five-inch 
jagged hole. For training purposes, this 
is equitable to center mass of a threat.

These kits will likely shoot lower 
than what the initial zero is. For my duty 
Aimpoint optic, I use a LaRue mount 
that returns to zero when I re-mount it, 
so I keep a DRMO M68 Aimpoint sight 
(another acquisition we have been for-
tunate to obtain) zeroed in for the dif-
ference in point of impact using the 
.22 ammunition. For shooters who do 
not have this flexibility, one will need 
to change—instead of confirm—their 
zero at the beginning of the training. 
Have each shooter write down on an 
index card what windage and eleva-
tion changes they needed to make. At 

M261 kit easily disassembles to three main components. Wire cartridge guide on side of 
bolt is prone to disappearing and needs to be checked during maintenance to ensure it is 
bent and positioned correctly. These need to be run well oiled. Below: 22s are inherently 
finicky, and malfunctions will occur more often than with .223/5.56mm. On the plus side, 
it gives officers a chance to improve malfunction clearance and transition drills. 

MAKING GOVERNMENT WORK FOR YOU
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the end of the day, make sure each one 
moves his adjustments back to the ini-
tial duty zero and confirms it. This is a 
step that cannot be forgotten nor em-
phasized enough.

VARIANCES
The final area I looked at for evalua-
tion is any variances that make training 
with a conversion kit different than with 
standard-caliber ammunition. Ones 
I identified early on were the need to 
reload using the charging handle ver-
sus the bolt release, issues with limited 
capacity when using magazine inserts, 
and the need to rely on tac load skills 
versus speed loads. I made sure to limit 
my shooting strings to less than ten 
rounds at a time to encourage the tac 
loads, and allowed for additional time 
due to malfunctions and the need to re-
load magazines more often. I found that 
using the BDM magazines helped with 
the capacity, but they also did not feed 
Remington ammunition well.

HARSH REALITIES
There were frustrations involved with 
my evaluation process. If we lived, 
worked, and shot in a time when reli-
able ammunition was cheap and plen-
tiful, I doubt I would have made the 
investments I did into this system. The 
reality is I will not likely see that type of 
ammunition supply in my career again. 
These kits, along with other kits such 
as the Ciener design or dedicated rifles 
like the S&W M&P 15-22 series, are now 
valuable tools.

How a course of fire is designed and 
run needs a bit more attention to detail 
when using these kits, as well as care-
ful monitoring to make sure that bad 
habits do not develop as a result of the 
lower recoil.

With that said, I found that using the 
kits is still an advantage for training pur-
poses. The ability to use lower-cost am-
munition really can’t be argued at this 
point, and the disadvantages of this sys-
tem are minor and outweighed by the 
needs of training.

With proper planning, quality con-
version kits, and decent high-capacity 
magazines such as those from Black 
Dog Machine LLC, one will not only 
save money, but will use the savings to 
shoot more. And more trigger time is 
never a bad thing.
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Compact Stinger
Continued from page 83 

Scorpion with additional eight-round 
magazine. Magazines have witness holes 
and base pads.

Ever buy a box of Girl Scout cook-
ies? You ought to be ashamed of your-
self, you corrupter of youth, you. Selling 
cookies—or lemonade, for that mat-
ter—in the wrong-zoned area or with-
out a permit is illegal in most American 
towns. It’s remarkably easy to be a crim-
inal in the new America.

And yes, cops have forcibly stopped 
children from selling lemonade. But 
do you really think that’s going to stop 
people from drinking the stuff? Do you 
really believe that children are going to 
stop trying to make a little money? Do 
you really believe everybody should 
have to crawl to government before be-
ing “allowed” to earn a living?

The power to tax, they say, is the 
power to destroy. Sometimes that’s true, 
but people are pretty resilient. Usually 
the power to tax, regulate or ban turns 
out only to be the power to make people 
sneaky. It’s ironic that the one thing any 
black market absolutely needs in order 
to thrive is a government willing to in-
terfere with goods that people are going 
to get anyway.

And as we noted in the case of Ari-
zona and cigarettes, legislators and 
regulators are often shocked—simply 
shocked—when their impositions actu-
ally result in decreased flows into gov-
ernment coffers.

But don’t pity the poor governments. 
I mentioned at the top of this article that 
they ultimately benefit from bans—and 
black markets and smuggling and toss-
ing freelance traders in prison. Because 
even though the act of seeking out and 
punishing those villainous milk sellers, 
hair braiders, taxi drivers and interior 
decorators costs money, it provides a 
grand excuse to build bureaucratic fief-
doms, complete with armed enforcers 
and ever-growing budgets.

So don’t pity Arizona for its lost ciga-
rette revenues. No doubt the state will 
soon have a War on Cigarette Smug-
gling—and hundreds more government 
employees dedicated to futile attempts 
to win it. Then the cigarette smugglers 
will become cagier and perhaps violent. 
Meanwhile, anybody who wants un-
taxed cigarettes will still get them.

And the beat goes on.

Enemy At The Gate
Continued from page 38 

The Scorpion’s front sight post with 
its Tritium insert measured 0.105 inch. 
This is fine for close combat, but for gen-
eral use, including precision, I prefer a 
0.100-inch sight. With a thinner front 
blade, I think the accuracy results might 
have been even better. Regardless, the 
SIG Sauer Scorpion definitely possesses 
match-grade accuracy.

EXCELLENT HANDLING
Although the Scorpion is about five 
ounces lighter than a full-sized SIG Sau-
er 1911, it feels like a bigger pistol when 
it comes to handling recoil. With one or 
two hands, muzzle flip is up and to the 
left, but it is quite modest in both felt re-
coil and muzzle elevation.

At conversational ranges, this pistol 
can be fired very rapidly and still main-
tain hand-sized groups.

Ejection is vigorous, with spent brass 
landing about ten feet to the shooter’s 
right front. This could mean that the 
slide is returning faster than the spent 
case can completely clear the port and is 
booting it obliquely forward rather than 
to the right rear like most 1911s do. There 
was no sign of bruising to the slide’s star-
board edge, but a slightly lighter recoil 
spring might be in order here.

For everyone who fired the piece, the 
Scorpion pointed naturally and just felt 
good in the hand. All shooters felt that 
the pistol re-indexed targets rapidly, and 
its lack of sharp edges made prolonged 
range sessions quite comfortable.

Everyone who encountered the Scor-
pion mentally checked their bank ac-
counts to determine if they could find 
the bucks to buy it. This reaction was al-
most universal even before they picked 
up the weapon.

CONCLUSIONS
For many shooting enthusiasts, all-steel 
firearms are the only guns to take seri-
ously, and the Scorpion certainly satis-
fies that preference in spades. While 
some will argue that the trend is toward 
polymer-framed handguns, the time-
less design of the 1911 will, in my opin-
ion, be with us for decades to come.

SIG Sauer’s “Combat Commander,” 
the all-steel Scorpion, with its com-
mendable performance, excellent 
handling and good looks, contrib-
utes greatly to the perpetuation of this 
100-year-old fighting icon.

This is one of the finest factory-pro-
duction pistols I have encountered.
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S SIG SAUER, INC.
Dept. S.W.A.T.
18 Industrial Dr.
Exeter, NH 03833
(603) 772-2302
www.sigsauer.com

INSIGHT TECHNOLOGY
Dept. S.W.A.T.
3 Technology Drive
Londonderry, NH 03053
(603) 626-4800
www.insightlights.com

Scorpion has under-
barrel rail for tactical 
accessories. Forward 
slide serrations are 
minimal but still allow 
a good grasp.
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Stephan Fowler Blades
Georgian knifemaker Stephan Fowl-

er named his series of knives after 
three well-known Georgia landmarks—
Stone Mountain, Springer Mountain, 
and Sugar Hill.

My first impression of Stephan Fowl-
er’s knives was that they looked a little 
too nice. I almost didn’t feel right getting 
the Stone Mountain and Springer Moun-
tain dirty and marked up as I put them 
through the wringer for this review.

Fowler favors 1084 and 1095 steel (RC 
59-60) for his hand-forged knives. Used 
in the automotive industry for springs, 
1084 steel is an excellent knife steel, 
while 1095 steel is known as the indus-
try standard for carbon steel knives and 
is a real workhorse.

Stephan informed me his heat treat-
ing is achieved by normalizing, several 
times bringing the steel up to or slightly 

below critical (1,430 degrees in the case 
of 1084) then applying a 1/16 nominal 
clay slurry to the blade to establish a 
transition zone (hamon) for hardening.

The knife is then heated to 1,430 
degrees and held for a minimum of 
one minute, quenched into Parks #50 
quench oil and immediately placed into 
the temper oven at 425 degrees for three 
one-hour cycles.

The final product? Hard-working, 
straightforward, classy knives at an af-
fordable price.

STONE MOUNTAIN
The Stone Mountain blade is named 

after a famous monadnock in Geor-
gia, the largest piece of exposed gran-
ite in the world. At only 1,683 feet tall, 
this relatively small mountain packs a 
lot of punch for its size. It’s no wonder 

Stephan Fowler picked such a befitting 
name for this knife.

The Stone Mountain features a 4¼-
inch drop point blade, flat ground with 
a convex edge made from 1084 steel, 
with a tapered tang. It is 3/16-inch thick 
at its widest point. The brown canvas 
Micarta handle has a bit of a parrot beak 
to it. There’s a grey hand-rubbed finish 
to the blade that screams, “Use me!”

By Reuben BolieuTHE CUTTING EDGE

Stephan Fowler Custom Blades: Stone Mountain and Springer Mountain. 
Both hand-forged knives are made in the USA. Photo: Jeff Randall

Author used Stone Mountain to dig into an 
old rotting tree for kindling. Light prying 
into deadwood did not damage the blade.
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I discovered the package late in the 
evening, so the Stone Mountain was 
instantly put to use in the kitchen cut-
ting up fruit and meat. I noticed the thin 
blade sliced apples and pears very eas-
ily. In fact, I was able to see the Fowler 
logo right through a few of the ultra-thin 
pear slices. Strawberries were up a few 
days later. It didn’t take long before the 
blade was covered in a nice patina. No 
rust, just some real character.

During this part of the testing, I just 
rinsed the blade off, patted it dry with a 
towel, and left it on the counter. I cut up 
about four pounds of cheddar cheese 
and three pounds of summer sausage 
during the last few weeks. The Stone 
Mountain is an excellent cheese knife 
and offered no real resistance while cut-
ting blocks of cheese into small cubes.

The knife remained on the coun-
ter for about two weeks and was used 
for every possible mundane task from 
opening mail to cutting string. What-
ever goes on the cutting board gets used 
for everything.

On the trail in the Cleveland Nation-
al Forest in southern California, fresh 
green yucca stalks and bright yellow 
flowers are sure signs it’s springtime in 
the desert. Time for some woodcraft!

Fuzz sticks and notches are common 
tasks for a knife in the outdoors. Whit-
tling and carving for a good hour will tell 
you many things about a knife. This is a 
great way to become familiar with its bal-
ance and find that sweet spot for making 
fuzzies. Sometimes it takes only ten min-
utes of whittling before you start to feel 
hot spots in the hand. The Stone Moun-
tain gave no hotspots or discomfort.

Chopping small branches with a flick 
of the wrist was easy due to the handle 
shape and balance of the knife. I am not 
one for prying, but I did dig into some 
dried wood to take small chunks out of 
a rotting log that had been attacked by 
bark beetles. (Southern California has a 
problem with bark beetles killing trees, 
especially during fire season.)

The knife remained perfectly intact 
and comfortable. And when the knife 
lost its ability to shave hair off my arm, 
it could still make nice fuzz sticks. That 
is attributable to good blade geometry.

SPRINGER MOUNTAIN
Springer Mountain is at the southern 

end of the Appalachian Trail and is one 

of Stephan’s favorite hikes, hence the 
name was a natural choice for a knife.

The Springer Mountain has an over-
all length of 10¼ inches. With its six-
inch flat-ground, recurve blade that is 
3/16-inch thick, it falls into the “camp 
knife” category.

Like the Stone Mountain, the Springer 
Mountain features a distal taper, a com-
mon characteristic on Fowler knives. 
Stephan put a nice set of maple scales 
over the tapered tang, which gives it an 
elegant look.

The intent of this knife design was to 
create an effective chopper profile while 
keeping the overall weight down. With 
the Springer Mountain, I focused more 
on big-knife chores like chopping and 
batoning.

Although lighter than most knives of 
its size, the handle design allows you to 
choke back and get a little more lever-
age, which makes the knife feel about 
two inches longer for chopping.

Bamboo was first on the menu. I 
chopped down a fair amount of green 
stalks for tarp stakes and making a dig-
ging stick—they were all cut with a sin-
gle clean chop.

A little farther down the trail, I found 
some fallen trees that were perfect for 
testing the edge on hard wood. I soon 
had a nice pile of wrist- and finger-sized 
pieces of wood.

Either I’m a Good Samaritan or I just 
like chopping stuff, but I came across a 
small tree covering the trail that looked 

like it had fallen over from strong winds. 
I limbed it pretty easy, clearing the trail.

The handle of the Springer Mountain 
felt very comfortable but got a little slick 
after I started to sweat. This size knife 
really excels when it comes to batoning. 
Having six inches of steel to pound on 
gives the user the options of batoning 
near the tip or closer to the handle.

Finally, I came across some small 
dead stumps and stuck the knife in with 
a chopping motion, then wiggled the 
blade sideways until it broke the wood 
apart, leaving good kindling-size pieces. 
The blade had a nice flex to it when doing 
this. Both the handle and blade stayed 
intact throughout all the hard use.

The handmade vegetable-tanned 
brown leather sheaths Stephan includes 
with the knives really complement the 
beauty of his work.

BOTTOM LINE
There is much character and origi-

nality in hand-forged custom knives. 
The nuances in the steel and grain in 
the wood are much like a great jazz mu-
sician playing a solo. You can hear the 
same guy playing the same tune, but it 
will be a little different every time!

SOURCE

STEPHAN FOWLER
(770) 726-9706
www.fowlerblades.com

Author was able to chop off small branches for trap 
triggers with the Springer Mountain. A quick flick of the 
wrist was all that was required for smaller branches.
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E.A.R. Inc. Hearing Protection

By Abner MirandaOFFBEAT

HearDefenders-DF offer dual modes of hearing protection. With both filters in place, the sound attenuation is 
excellent. If you wish to connect a radio input tube, you can remove the secondary filter and insert an audio 
feed tube. The external filters are a snug fit so they don’t fall out, but they come out easily with a bullet tip.

Over the years, I’ve received some se-
rious blows to my hearing from less-

than-capable hearing protection. This 
forced me to invest in very high-quality 
hearing protection that has served me 
exceptionally well. However, no one 
thing ever meets all needs.

There are times when we need hear-
ing protection that is discreet. Likewise, 
a hunter needs to know with absolute 
accuracy where his quarry is approach-
ing from. So with this in mind, I sought 
out a smaller, more effective solution 
than could be found in standard ear-
muff-type ear protection.

E.A.R. INC.
Sometimes a journey begins with a pre-
conceived idea of the end result. In an 
effort to find smaller hearing protection, 
I went the non-electronic route. I tried 
various plugs but didn’t care for them. 

I then tried a set of HearDefenders-DF 
from E.A.R. Inc. with great success.

I had my ear molds made at the SHOT 
Show at the E.A.R. Inc. booth. They sent 
the HearDefenders-DF shortly thereaf-
ter. After wearing them for several train-
ing sessions on my range, I was sold.

Unlike typical foam plugs, HearDe-
fenders-DF offer a dual baffle design 
that’s effective at taking the edge off 
bangs and booms and bringing them 
down to a safe level. HearDefenders-DF 
come in two versions. The first is a con-
ventional type earplug, and the second 
is embedded into custom ear molds.

The unique thing about these is that 
you can remove the outer baffle for less 

sound attenuation or for connecting an 
audio tube for radio communications. 
The U.S. military uses these due to the 
plugs’ dual capability. The baffles are 
effective against gunfire, but voice com-
munications get through relatively well. 
You will have to say “What?” from time 
to time, but won’t be rendered deaf as a 
post like you are with normal earplugs.

Every time you see your favorite 
NASCAR driver climb out of his car and 
pull those corded plugs out of his ears, 
I want you to think of E.A.R. Inc. Like-
wise, when you watch a professional 
singer on stage, take a close look at their 
ears. What looks like hearing protection 
are actually high-fidelity audio inputs 

that feed info from the crew chief to the 
NASCAR driver and perfectly tuned mu-
sic and voice monitoring to the singer.

After my favorable experience with 
the HearDefenders-DF, I requested a 
sample of what E.A.R. Inc. is really good 
at—digital hearing aids. E.A.R. Inc. has 
been in the business of hearing protec-
tion for 40 years and offers a wide array 
of products on their website.

HIDING IN PLAIN SIGHT
E.A.R. Inc. is a pioneer in hearing tech-
nology and it shows in the workman-
ship of the product I received. The 
E.A.R. Digital Basic hearing protection 
aids are a huge leap forward in shooting 
technology. These digital units feature 
three pre-set memories that are quickly 
adjustable by a small push button on 
the faceplate of the earpiece.

The first setting is designed to repro-
duce sounds with natural clarity.

There is nothing anyone can do to restore 
your hearing once it’s gone.
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The second setting reduces back-
ground sounds such as wind, rain or 
other environmental noise.

The third setting is a mute mode that 
turns all audio off. The battery life on 
these is an astounding 415 hours using 
one #13 battery.

The first time I put them on I was sur-
prised at how live the sound felt. When I 
wear my top-of-the-line digital hearing 
muffs, I get great sound quality and ste-
reo input that helps me triangulate the 
source of a sound quickly. However, upon 
putting in the Digital Basics, I felt as if the 
sound was not so much being listened 
to—it was more like living the sound.

For example, it’s a weird sensation to 
be able to tell that the sound you’re hear-
ing is not only coming from your right 
but that it’s actually coming from your 
right and slightly from the rear. You can 
truly triangulate sound better with these 
aids as compared to hearing muffs.

The high placement of the micro-
phone in these aids uses the natural 
contours of the outer ear to shield the 
mic from ambient noise such as wind 
and the spatter of rain hitting it. It also 
physically protects the mics from rain 
getting into them.

RANGE TIME
I took the opportunity to wear the Digi-
tal Basics Multi-Memory at a rifle class. I 
found them to be ample against rifle fire 
right up until I had guys on either side of 
me blasting away at close range. Then it 
got a bit painful.

To be clear, there is little you can do 
to shield yourself from rifle fire three 
feet on either side of you. While I got a 
little bit of a pop from the rifle fire, my 
hearing was unaffected. The recovery 
rate of the aids was excellent, and the 
clarity of the sound upon compressing 
the rifle fire was crisp.

As mentioned, these aids offer three 
settings. Setting one was more than am-
ple to bring voice communications in 
clearly. When it began to rain, the sec-
ond setting did a nice job of muffling the 
patter of rain on the ground.

I particularly like that these aids come 
with loops installed for connecting lan-
yards. I found that in high wind, the lan-
yard would cause a whistling sound that 
the aids were able to pick up. It’s actually 
a bit creepy how good your hearing be-
comes when you have these in.

My wife wears a hearing aid in her 
right ear due to nerve damage from 
when she was young. When we bought 
her last hearing aid ten years ago, it cost 
about $900 for that one aid. However, it 
was a large analog, over the back of the 
ear hearing aid.

Due to my experience with hearing 
aids, I didn’t even flinch when I saw the 
$1,800 price tag that goes with the Digi-
tal Basic Multi-Memory. You get what 
you pay for, trust me.

FINAL THOUGHTS
There is nothing anyone can do to re-
store your hearing once it’s gone. Living 

with tinnitus 24/7 is a frustration I can’t 
begin to explain. It haunts me as I lie 
down to sleep. It nips at my conscience 
when someone speaks to me and I have 
to ask, “What?” I despise it!

A moment of inattention cost me 
a lifetime of careful protection of my 
hearing. Rifle fire in an enclosed en-
vironment did this to me. Since then I 
have learned a lot about hearing dam-
age and how to protect myself from fur-
ther loss of hearing.

Before I left the force to take a posi-
tion in the private sector, I was routine-
ly wearing my ear protection at all bur-
glar alarm calls and 911 hang-ups—just 
in case.

I also did this because hearing dam-
age has so changed my life that I know 
in the same manner a young cop might 
think of his wife and kids at a crucial 
moment instead of pulling the trigger, 
I think, “Dang it, this is gonna hurt my 
hearing more!”

Long ago, a wise instructor at the 
academy told me the first step to fixing 
a problem is identifying a possible solu-
tion. Well, here it is, folks.

Digital Basic Multi-Memory aids offer an astounding run time of 
415 hours using one #13 battery per aid. The easy-to-use knurled 
dial offers positive feedback to the user, and the custom mold  
offers a superb fit for comfort and hearing damage protection.

 E.A.R. Inc. has been making custom 
hearing protection and audiology products 
for over 40 years. Their products are high 
quality and well above the usual offerings 
seen in sporting catalogs.
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Dept. S.W.A.T.
P.O. Box 18888
Boulder, CO 80308
(303) 447-2619
www.earinc.com
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New Products and AccessoriesGEAR LOCKER

TACTICAL BRASS CATCHER
The Tactical Brass Catcher is lightweight, compact, tough, 
and performs flawlessly. The construction is high quality 
lightweight billet aluminum with a milspec hard coat fin-
ish. The bag tray uses 100% cotton that will not burn or 
melt from hot brass. The bag tray can hold 90 cases of 
5.56/.223 and 50 cases of .308. It easily attaches to the 
quad rail or delta ring of most AR-style rifles. Emptying can 
be accomplished with one hand. Quad rail and delta ring 
models are available for both right-handed and left-handed 
rifles, and are 100% made in America. The Tactical Brass 
Catcher is great for those who reload or are just tired of 
wasting time picking up their brass at the range, and it 
promotes safety by keeping brass from under foot. Your 
shooting neighbor at the range will also appreciate not 
having your hot brass hitting him when you shoot.

Catch Your Brass, Dept. S.W.A.T.
4675 S. Harrison Rd. # 73, Tucson, AZ 85730
(520) 991-3461, www.catchyourbrass.com

EZ-OFF BASEPLATES  
FOR GLOCK MAGAZINES
In response to requests from the USPSA and 
IDPA communities, Dave Dawson has created 
the EZ-Off line of baseplates for Glock, de-
signed to ease the assembly and disassembly 
of Glock magazines. Dawson Precision EZ-Off 
baseplates are designed specifically for compe-
tition, carry, law enforcement and military use. 
Dawson Precision EZ-Off baseplates for Glock 
are offered in four heights, which will allow 
the shooter to choose the perfect height while 
still fitting in the USPSA and IDPA boxes. Each 
baseplate is CNC machined from billet alumi-
num and available in Silver, Black, Red and 
Blue. Suggested retail price is $14.95 per six 
baseplates.

Dawson Precision, Inc., Dept. S.W.A.T.
3300 CR 233, Florence, TX 76527-4107
(254) 793-0150, www.dawsonprecision.com

FAIL-SAFE M700 REPLACEMENT TRIGGER
With over 25 years of development, the X-Treme Shooting Products Fail-Safe 
replacement trigger for M700 series rifles may well be the finest bolt-action trig-
ger in the industry. Offered in both single- and two-stage models, the trigger 
utilizes advanced manufacturing processes and a revolutionary dual safety that 
completely disengages the sear from the trigger. The Fail-Safe was engineered 
to fit 700 style actions. It recently passed a 100,000 cycle function test with 
zero failures, and the military standard 1.5-meter drop test. The Fail-Safe was 
designed to be as tough and dependable as the man behind the rifle. Suggested 
retail price is $285.00.

X-treme Shooting Products, Dept. S.W.A.T.
P.O. Box 829,  Milford, OH 45150
(513) 313-3464, www.x-tremeshooting.com
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WOOLRICH DISCREET 
CARRY SOFT SHELL JACKET
Woolrich Elite Series®

 
continues to lead 

the way in innovative concealed carry 
garments with the introduction of the 
Discreet Carry Soft Shell Jacket.  Based 
on the popular Woolrich Hemisphere 
Jacket, the Discreet Carry Soft Shell 
seamlessly blends into any everyday sit-
uation. The Discreet Carry Soft Shell is 
a performance jacket made with a poly-
ester/modal blend that provides wind 
and water resistance to the wearer. The 
bit of stretch fabric built into the blend 

adds to the comfort and flexibility of 
the jacket.  Accessory loops set at a 
45-degree angle have been built into 
the front handwarmer pockets and are 
perfect to hold  lights, batons or sprays 
in a secure and consistent manner. 
Vertical zipper pockets along the main 
zipper line provide secure yet acces-
sible carry of small pistols and acces-
sories.  Available in Black, Dark Wood 
and Hunter Green, the Discreet Carry 
Soft Shell Jacket comes in sizes S-3XL.

Woolrich Elite Series Tactical, Dept. S.W.A.T.
1 Mill Street, Woolrich, PA 17779
(570) 769-6464, www.woolricheliteseries.com

ELZETTA LOW-PROFILE BEZEL 
Elzetta Design, LLC is pleased to announce the release of 
a third bezel option for its popular line of ZFL-M60 LED 
Flashlights. The Low Profile Bezel provides a sleek new 
look for the Elzetta line, reduces bulk, and accommo-
dates many commercially available filters. Elzetta 
ZFL-M60 Lights are built to order with all compo-
nents available separately for complete modu-
larity and easy modification to suit personal 
preferences and missions.  All Elzetta prod-
ucts are made in the USA to the highest 
standards.

Elzetta Design, LLC, Dept. S.W.A.T.
P.O. Box 54364, Lexington, KY 40555
(859) 707-7471, www.elzetta.com

TOPS KNIVES TEAM JACKAL
Historically, the word jackal has been 
used to refer to a small- to medium-
sized species of wolf. Opportunistic 
predators, they usually run in small 
packs, but also hunt alone or in pairs—
designed to bring their adversary down 
with stealth and strength. Another type 
of jackal is the covert operative tasked 
with subverting foreign governments 
from behind enemy lines utilizing sabo-
tage, PSYOPS, disrupting lines of com-
munication, political assassinations, 
and inciting civil disorder. The new 
Team Jackal from TOPS Knives has a 4 
¾-inch blade made from 1096 high car-
bon steel with an RC hardness of 56-58. 
Overall length is 9 ¾ inches. The knife 
features TOPS Black Traction Coating on 
the blade, a Black Linen Micarta Handle 
and Kydex sheath. Suggested retail is 
$169.95.

TOPS Knives, Dept. S.W.A.T.
P.O. Box 2544, Idaho Falls, ID 83403
(208) 542-0113, www.topsknives.com

SINGLE DOT SIGHT FOR GLOCK PISTOLS
Laser-Ammo is now an official US distributor for the TAS 
single dot sight system developed specifically for the Glock 
series of pistols. The single dot sight system is intended to 

fill the need for a low profile sighting sys-
tem that is as reliable and flexible as the 
gun it is mounted on. This is that sight. The 
sight was developed through close and com-
prehensive collaboration with leading spe-
cial response law enforcement units, Israeli 
Special Forces, and shooters from around 
the world. The result is a revolutionary, cost 
effective, intuitive single dot low-profile 
sight that facilitates quick, instinctive and 

accurate shooting. The sight provides extremely rapid and 
intuitive target acquisition with both eyes open and in 
any shooting position and a high first hit probability when 
shooting under pressure. Suggested retail price is $95.00.

Laser Ammo USA, Dept. S.W.A.T.
P.O. Box 222017, Great Neck, NY 11022
(516) 858-1262, www.laser-ammo.com
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CUSTOMIZING
A CLASSIC
Vang Comp Systems 
Remington 870

BEYOND THE NORM
Spartan Tactical Long 
Range Patrol Rifle Course

NO MORE untucked shirts, fanny 
packs, uncomfortable leg holsters, 
shoulder rigs and small-of-back 
holsters. The Cell Pal provides 
deep concealment with maximum 
comfort. The cell case is all they 
see! Its UNIVERSAL DESIGN saves 

you money.

Details and video online at:

ConcealedComfort.com

CELL 
PAL

HOT WEATHER?
COOL CONCEALMENT!

THE ULTIMATE 
CONCEALED 
CARRY HOLSTER

 The Leading 
Online Forum 

for Firearm Enthusiasts

theFIRINGLINE.com

SIG716 PATROL RIFLE
AR-Based .308
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T hat little puppy turned into a scald-
ed cat in under five seconds.

The “puppy” in question was a full-
blown John Cooper Works-converted 
Mini Cooper S—and methinks the fac-
tory had understated the actual horse-
power output. Punching the gas pedal on 
a metropolitan on-ramp to clear upcom-
ing freeway traffic, I noticed that the rear-
view mirrors appeared to be faulty—the 
vehicles behind me seemed to be shrink-
ing at a faster-than-normal rate.

So I flicked a quick glance at the twin 
speedometers and was shocked to see 
that both were registering 105 miles per 
hour. Apparently, during the prior six 
miles of familiarization and acclimati-
zation with the vehicle, I hadn’t hit the 
gas pedal hard enough to kick in the tur-
bo. Equally as apparent was the fact that 
the only faulty equipment in the rocket 
was the nut behind the steering wheel.

As is my wont, I later retrospective-
ly correlated and analogized the “test 
drive”—and my stupidity—with the 
fields of fighting mindset and firearms. 
The debrief brought forth common de-
nominators, the primary of which was 
the need to define the difference be-
tween speed and alacrity. A secondary 
elucidation was to realize that you have 
to know the limitations and capabilities 
of both yourself and your equipment—
irrespective of whether you’re driving or 
gunfighting (or, for that matter, partak-
ing in any other potentially dangerous 
activity)—and not exceeding them.

Speed kills. It kills imbecilic driv-
ers (and other innocents), and it kills 
gunfighters who don’t control their 
emotions. A gun battle is not won by 
blinding speed. Alacrity is often a de-
ciding factor, but there is a vast differ-
ence between being quick and being 
fast. From Bat Masterson’s Number One 
Maxim of Deliberation to Jeff Cooper’s 
oft-repeated line of “Smooth is fast,” the 
multiple-contact winners have been the 
quick ones. The fast all died young, or 
are limping around from self-inflicted 
wounds in their feet, legs and derrieres.

Speed is necessary—in fact, essen-
tial—only for non-firearms-related 
combat (such as martial artists), com-
petition shooting on inanimate targets, 
and racing against other contestants or 
attempting to set new time and/or dis-
tance records.

Apart from bad luck and poorly cho-
sen tactics and strategy, vehicle wrecks 
and gunfighters’ funerals are often 
caused by not knowing and/or not stay-
ing within the bounds of your personal 
limitations or those of your equipment.

If you exceed your gunfighting me-
chanical speed, you will blow a hole in 
yourself, a non-hostile bystander, or—at 
best—you’ll miss your intended target. 
None of these three will win a gunfight, 
and could, in fact, lead to a lot worse 
than second place.

Somewhere between slow and fast is 
the happy medium, whether it’s on the 
racetrack or a deadly force battlefield. 
Push the needle past the red line on a 
racetrack and you’ll blow up the motor. 
Push your drawstroke past your maxi-
mum pace of competency on a battle-
field and you’ll get blown up.

So the obvious answer is to pace your-
self relative to the circumstances at any 
given time, because if you go too slowly 
you lose, and if you exceed your or your 
equipment’s limitations you lose. Fast 
sucks, slow sucks, quick is good.

The base misconception is born when 
we are inundated with the stipulation that 
we have to go faster, faster, faster—when 
in actuality, if you’re running too slowly, 
you need to operate more quickly, not 
faster. Every top-class race driver drives 
fast because he’s deceptively smooth—
and resultantly fast. And every top-class 
gunfighter is deceptively quick because 
he employs the Masterson/Cooper “De-
liberation” and “Smooth is fast” prin-
ciples. Everybody else tries to go fast and 
misses—whether it’s entering a corner 
on a race track or a target in a gunfight.

And very few people seem to get 
the concept that they’ll be slower in 
the street than they are on a practice 

range—purely and simply because 
you’re reacting to visual stimuli in battle 
and audio signals on a practice range. 
And a physical reaction to an audible 
stimulus is always quicker than reacting 
to a visual one.

Once you think you’re behind the 
power curve, you try to play catch up 
by exceeding your limitations—and the 
only result is a crash-and-burn situa-
tion. Your pit crew or instructors are the 
strategists, but you’re the one who has to 
tactically operate the machinery. You’re 
not going to catch the leader by stomp-
ing on the brakes midway through a 
corner, and you’re not going to dump 
an opponent by jerking the trigger on an 
erratically moving human. The race car/
firearms analogies are endless, but ex-
cessive speed with either always comes 
down to two sorry conclusions: Ross 
Seyfried’s decades-old sagacious com-
ment that “you can’t miss fast enough to 
catch up,” and Mister Jordan’s “no sec-
ond place winner” credo.

The only answer to potentially win-
ning—Lady Luck excepted—is to con-
stantly practice drawstroke and sight 
and target acquisition with unloaded 
firearms until you have it down to a fine 
art of alacrity and consistency, and then 
don’t operate any more slowly or any 
faster when the fit hits the shan, relative 
to the circumstances at that given time. 
You then practice the same sequences 
with loaded guns, but don’t push the 
manipulation rev counter any higher. 
Slow and steady don’t win the gunfight 
race. Quick and steady do. 

Race drivers and gunfighters can 
have long, successful careers, but death 
is unavoidable and permanent. Pace 
yourself. You’ll meet your maker soon 
enough without unnecessarily speeding 
up the process.

Louis Awerbuck is Director of the inter-
nationally acclaimed Yavapai Firearms 
Academy. Course information and 
schedules are available at their website 
at www.yfainc.com.

TRAINING AND TACTICS
By Louis Awerbuck

Speed Kills
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Magpul MOE
Stock  $56.95

Magpul
ASAP

Sling Mount
$28.49

TangoDown
PR-4

Sling Mount
$73.65

PWS FSC
Comp
$98.95

Troy Industries
Front Sight  $99.00TangoDown

SCAR Panel  $13.70

VTAC Two Point
Tactical Sling

$39.95

Troy Industries
Rear Sight  $119.00

Magpul Ranger Plate
3-Pack  $19.95

Magpul PMag
30 Round  $14.95

TangoDown
BattleGrip
$34.13

ERGO
SureGrip
$19.95

ADM Recon-X Mount  $189.95

Troy Industries TRX
Std 11 Handguard

$185.00

Magpul XT
Rail Covers

$12.00

SureFire M300A
Mini Scout

TangoDown
QD VPG-K

$89.73

CQD 
Vertical
Grip
$89.00

Magpul
MOE Trigger

Guard
$8.95

Aimpoint 3X
Magnifier
$540.00

Aimpoint Micro
T-1 Optic
$633.00

Midwest Industries
#17 Handguards  $129.95

Magpul MOE
Pistol Grip

$19.95 Magpul
5.56mm
3-Pack
$9.95

Composite
Vertical Grip

$19.95

SureFire
X300 WeaponLight

BCM A2X Extended
Flash Hider  $34.95

YHM #28
Phantom

$26.99

MI ERS Flip
Rear Sight

$93.95

Tactical Handguards
YHM Free Float - Carbine . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $99.95
YHM 2 Piece - Carbine . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $119.95
Midwest Industries #17 - Carbine . . . . . . . $129.95
Midwest Ind #20 Free Float - CAR . . . . . . . $163.00
Troy Industries DI 7. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $149.00
Troy Industries TRX . . . . . . . . . Starting at $175.00
LaRue Tactical Carbine. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $247.00
Daniel Defense . . . . . . . . . . . . . Starting at $265.00
VLTOR CASV-EL Carbine . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $275.45
VLTOR VIS Carbine . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $650.70

Optics
EOTech 512 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $409.00
EOTech 516 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $479.00
EOTech 552 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $509.00
EOTech 553 SOCOM . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $659.00
EOTech 556 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $569.00
EOTech 557 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $569.00
Aimpoint ML2. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $445.00
Aimpoint M2. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $497.00
Aimpoint ML3. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $506.00
Aimpoint M3. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $562.00
Aimpoint M4. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $759.00

LaRue Tactical Optic Mounts
LT-110 EOTech QD Mount . . . . . . . . . . . . . $119.00
LT-100 ACOG QD Mount. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $125.00
LT-150 CompM Standard QD Mount . . . . . $115.00
LT-129 CompM Cantilever QD Mount . . . . $140.00
LT-104 SPR/M4 QD Scope Mount . . . . . . . $195.00
LT-139 SPR-E QD Scope Mount. . . . . . . . . $215.00

Iron Sights
Midwest Industries ERS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $93.95
Midwest Folding Front Sight . . . . . . . . . . . . $79.95
LaRue Tactical QD Rear Sight . . . . . . . . . . . $89.00
Troy Industries Battle Sight Rear . . . . . . . $119.00
Troy Industries Battle Sight Front . . . . . . . . $99.00
LMT Tactical Rear Sight . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $119.00
VLTOR Sight Tower. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $213.75

Vertical Grips
Composite Vertical Grip . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $19.95
TangoDown Short Vertical Grip. . . . . . . . . . $61.20
TangoDown MK46 Vertical Grip. . . . . . . . . . $67.25
CQD Vertical Grip . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $89.00

Tactical Rail Covers
Magpul XT . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $12.00
TangoDown . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $15.97
TangoDown with Pocket. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $26.95

M4 Upper Receiver Groups
Stag Arms . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $530.00
Stag Arms 6.8 SPC with BCG . . . . . . . . . . $525.00
BCM . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Starting at $449.00
LMT . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $485.00

Tactical Slings
MI Sling Mounts . . . . . . . . . . . . . Starting at $29.95
Specter MOUT One Point Sling . . . . . . . . . . $24.50
CQD Tactical Sling . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $39.95
Troy Industries One Point Sling . . . . . . . . . $39.00
BlueForce Victory Two Point Sling . . . . . . . $34.95
BlueForce Vickers AA Two Point Sling . . . $42.95
Viking Tactics VTAC Two Point Sling . . . . . $39.95

Magazines
30 Round Teflon Finish GI Magazine . . . . . $12.95
L5 Clear Polymer 30 Round Mag . . . . . . . . . $11.95
Magpul Gen 3 Enhanced Follower. . . . . . . . . $1.89
Magpul 5.56, 3 Pack . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $9.95
Magpul Ranger Plates, 3 Pack . . . . . . . . . . . $19.95
Magpul 30 Round PMAG . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $14.95
Magpul 30 Round PMAG with Window . . . . $17.95

1911 Parts
10-8 Performance Trigger. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $24.95
10-8 Performance Rear Sight . . . . . . . . . . . . $37.40
10-8 Performance Linen Micarta Grip . . . . . $69.95

EOTech 512
$409.00

BCM
Gen2 M4
Stock Kit

$82.95

EOTech 3X
Magnifier
$549.00

Vltor EMOD Enhanced
Modstock Kit  $187.10

Vltor
IMOD
Improved
Modstock
$94.95

LMT SOPMOD
Stock  $199.00

BlueForce
Vickers AA
Two Point Sling
$42.95

YHM Carbine Free Float
Handguard  $99.95

Magpul XT
Rail Covers  $12.00

Magpul Low Profile
Rail Covers  $12.00

LaRue
Tactical
QD LT-103
Rear Sight
$89.00

LaRue CompM2
Standard QD

Mount  $115.00

LaRue
Free Float Handguard

$247.00

LaRue
SPR/M4 QD

Scope Mount
$195.00

br_swat3full10  7/29/10  8:50 AM  Page 1

http://www.bravocompanyusa.comHartland
http://www.bravocompanyusa.com


www.larue.com

	S.W.A.T. MAGAZINE JUNE 2012
	SWEEPSTAKES
	SUBSCRIBE TODAY
	FEATURES
	HIT-IMPROVING TECHNOLOGY-Trijicon SRS
	BATTLE RIFLE REALIZED-LaRue Tactical PredatAR
	HIT ME WITH YOUR BEST SHOT-Proper Bullet Placement
	SHOTGUN WITH AN AK ATTITUDE-Krebs Custom Saiga-12 Tac-18
	THE DAY AFTER YESTERDAY-Surviving the First Day of a Disaster
	SIZE XL XD-Springfield Armory XDM 5.25Competition Series
	RAISING HAVOC-Spike’s Tactical 37mm Launcher
	COMPACT STINGER-SIG Sauer 1911 Scorpion
	MAKING GOVERNMENT WORK FOR YOU-Rimfire Training Via DLA

	COLUMNS & DEPARTMENTS
	BRIEFING ROOM-Pay It Forward
	STREET SMARTS-Carry A Big Stick
	AGAINST ALL ODDS-Survival Signaling
	FRONTLINE DEBRIEFS-Due Diligence
	ENEMY AT THE GATE-System D InAction
	TRAINING AND TACTICS-Speed Kills
	MAIL ROOM-Letters From Our Readers
	LAWFUL CARRY-Springtac Holsters
	LONG GUNS-Mossberg 9200A1 Jungle Gun
	THE CUTTING EDGE-Stephan Fowler Blades
	OFFBEAT-E.A.R.Inc. Hearing Protection
	GEAR LOCKER-New Products andAccessories
	ADVERTISERS’ INDEX




